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Sunday: New Things
Read: Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations… 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
    I tell you of them. (Isaiah 42:1, 9)

The servant in this passage is not an individual but a nation, called to bring forth justice faithfully  
for all the world. With responsibility for this service also comes invitation—to hear and glimpse the 
new things that God intends for our future. Notice, not the old things restored, but new things. 

As we prepare for the celebration of the National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths, what 
does it mean for us as a nation to be called to bring forth justice? How might we as individuals, 
congregations, communities, states, and a nation bring justice for the one in seven children living 
in poverty in our rich land? How might we bring forth justice in a pandemic ravaged land and 
world, with access to health care at risk? How might we bring forth justice in a democracy in which 
children can’t vote but adults can—and even some of those adults are finding their right to vote 
challenged, suppressed, and otherwise threatened or undermined? Rather than mourning what  
lies in the past, how might we anticipate the new and better things to which God calls us? 

If we look around us, watch the news, follow social media, it is easy to fear that all is lost and nothing 
will improve. Discouragement and despair whisper to us to disengage. But God urges us to open 
our eyes and listen to the divine promise: “New things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell 
you of them.” 

Prayer: 

Creating God, open my eyes and ears and heart that I may perceive the new things you intend. 
Open my mouth, my hands, my life to proclaim the justice you desire, especially for children.  
Amen. 

2020 Children’s Sabbath 
Reimagining Our Future: Justice and  

Joy for All Children
Seven Day Guide for Reflection and Prayer

By Shannon Daley-Harris



2  ■  National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths® Celebration

SEVEN DAY GUIDE FOR REFLECTION AND PRAYER

Monday: Love Is a Stronghold
Love is a stronghold for the oppressed, 
 a foundation in difficult times. 
And those who know Love’s Name
 therein place their trust. 
For You, O Beloved, are ever-present
 to those who know You….
The nations are sinking into a pit 
 of their own making;
 into the web which they are weaving, 
 will they be caught. 
Love will make Itself known
 with a strength stronger than
  ten thousand armies!
The unloving will have to face
 themselves, 
 all nations that are unjust. 
For the oppressed will be released, 
And the hope of the poor will be realized. 
(excerpts of Psalm 9 from Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness by Nan Merrill)

God whom we know as Love is our refuge and strength. That eternal, unending, unchanging love 
is a profound source of comfort in these challenging times. Yet perhaps you heard the story of the 
young child who was being tucked into bed one night. Fearful of a storm raging outside, he asked 
his mother to stay with him. She reassured him that God was with him. “I know that,” he replied,  
“but I want someone with skin on!” 

Through the Children’s Sabbath weekend and the year to come, we can be God’s love with skin 
on for children and families in our nation. When we work to end the oppression of poverty, racism, 
violence, lack of health coverage—we make Love known. When we work to realize the hopes of 
children and families in poverty—decent jobs at living wages, affordable housing, excellent schools, 
safe neighborhoods, enough nutritious food—we embody Love. 

How will you embody the love of God in your life and in the lives of children and families?

Prayer: 

Eternal Source of Love, help me to embody your love and justice as I stand with and for children, 
especially those who are most oppressed and impoverished. Amen.
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Tuesday: Justice and Only Justice
You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, in all your towns that the Lord your 
God is giving you, and they shall render just decisions for the people.19 You must not distort justice; 
you must not show partiality; and you must not accept bribes, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise 
and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. 20 Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue,  
so that you may live and occupy the land that the Lord your God is giving you. (Deut. 16:18-20)

In Hope for the Future: Answering God’s Call to Justice for Our Children  
(Westminster John Knox Press), I wrote:

Our passage from Deuteronomy warns against distorting justice and the things that can fog 
our leaders’ clarity about the right thing to do, slowing our progress toward justice. Babies, 
now as then, aren’t very good at making bribes; children don’t make campaign contributions, 
or vote, or lobby, or do much of anything to tip the scales in their favor or just keep the scales 
even. Children and their cause are outweighed by contributors, campaigners, corporations, 
and constituents. It’s an old, old story. Isaiah, using the same Hebrew word for “pursue”  
as this writer of Deuteronomy, says of the nation’s leaders, 

“Everyone loves a bribe and runs after—pursues—gifts. They do not defend the orphan 
and the widow’s cause does not come before them.” (Isaiah 1:23b) 

Both writers warn of a nation headed fast in the wrong direction and of children and poor 
parents being left behind. We are not only warned of the dangers of distorting or subverting 
justice. We are told to pursue justice. To pursue it—there can be nothing accidental or 
incidental, apathetic or apolitical, about pursuing justice. Rabbi Abraham Heschel knew 
something about pursuing justice. He said once, after marching with Dr. King in Selma,  
“It felt as if my feet were praying.” Of this passage in Deuteronomy, Rabbi Heschel wrote,  
“The term ‘pursue’ carries strong connotations of effort, eagerness. This implies more than 
merely respecting or following justice”—we must actively pursue it. 

This writer of Deuteronomy couldn’t have envisioned, precisely, our burgeoning email 
inboxes, phones that ring off the hook, computers waiting for us to finish memos or 
homework or grant reports…but maybe he knew, nonetheless, that there would always 
be competition between our to-do lists and the call to do justice, and that if we are not to 
be forever distracted and derailed from doing justice by the rest of our over-full lives and 
competing demands, then we would have to pursue, actively pursue, justice with focus, 
urgency, energy, imagination, and determination. 

How will you pursue justice, and only justice, for our children? How will you call on our leaders,  
and vote for leaders, to stand for justice and only justice? 

Prayer: Dear God, encourage me in pursuit of justice for children. Help me not to give up.  
Amen. 
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Wednesday: Justice, Kindness, and Faith
[God] has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:6-8)

“KISS” is a sweet-sounding acronym for the less than sweet phrase “Keep it Simple, Stupid.” Political 
campaigns have frequently adopted the KISS strategy, trying to home in on a hot-button issue that 
polls best with potential voters, something that plays well in a sound bite or on a bumper sticker. 

The prophet Micah came up with the quintessential divine kiss of truth when he said what God 
requires of us. Note that it is what God requires; not hopes, not expects, not desires, but requires.  
Let it sink in that the phrase is to do justice; not think about, talk about, but do justice. To love 
kindness—not give grudgingly, or ostentatiously, or pityingly, but to love kindness. And to walk 
humbly with God—on the multifaith National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths weekend, what 
a wonderful reminder that faith is not about arrogance or exclusivity or ownership but a humble 
journey. 

Often, we do what is most comfortable. For some, it might be praying for children. For others, it 
might be hands-on care for children in difficult circumstances. Fewer find advocacy, organizing,  
and other forms of seeking justice in their comfort zone. But the prophet reminds all of us that we 
need to embrace all these responses and recognize their interrelation. Spend some time reflecting 
on where you tend to put your time, and then imagine how you might stretch into and connect it 
with other expressions of faith. 

As we reimagine our future with justice and joy for all children, what does God require of you to  
help us get there? 

Prayer: 

God, you have told me what you require. Hold my hand as I walk with you in faith, seeking to do 
justice and love kindness for the sake of your beloved children. Amen. 
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Thursday: Rejoice
Read: Isaiah 65:17-25

For I am about to create new heavens 
    and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I am creating…(Isaiah 65:17-18a)

“Rejoice forever in what I am creating.” In a time of so much distress and calamity arising from the 
pandemic and poverty, racism and violence, disrupted schooling and disappearing jobs, it can be 
jarring to hear God’s word to “be glad and rejoice forever.” Sure, there are sheepish conversations 
about unexpected “silver linings” to this challenging time, there are moments of ordinary happiness 
that poke through the difficulties. But to rejoice forever? That’s a startling instruction in this time of 
fear and anxiety. 

But imagine the difference it will make, the power and energy it will release, if we fully embrace 
a spirit of joy as we look forward to partnering with God to create a just future for all children. 
Rejoicing, we will vote despite the efforts of some to frighten us away. Rejoicing, we will trust 
that something better lies ahead for us all after we dismantle white supremacy. Rejoicing, we will 
dismantle and transform unjust systems so that parents of color don’t fear for the future of their 
children. Rejoicing, we will move from competition to cooperation, from hoarding to sharing,  
from us-and-them to all God’s family.

What new possibility for children, justice, and our future makes you rejoice? 

Prayer: 

Dear God, give me a heart of joy, not fear, a spirit of hope, not despair, a life of love that transcends 
limits. Amen. 
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Friday: Children Blessed by God
Read: Isaiah 65:17-25

…[N]o more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
    or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it 
    an infant that lives but a few days, 
    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime…

They shall not labor in vain, 
    or bear children for calamity;  
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
    and their descendants as well. (Isaiah 65:20a, 23)

When my son was born, a family friend gave me a piece of artwork with the words, “The decision to 
have a child is to accept that your heart will forever walk around outside of your body.” With my son 
now grown and out of sight, living across the country, I understand the truth and weightiness of 
those words better than when I first read them as I held him, blanket-swaddled in my arms. 

With the reality of systemic racism in our country—and the calamitous impact of white supremacy, 
profiling and police brutality, inequitable schools, and more—millions of parents have feared since 
their babies’ first breaths that their children—through no fault of their own—will experience a 
calamity. 

When more than two thirds of poor children live in working families, parents fear that they labor in vain. 

When one health care emergency can push a middle-income family into poverty, countless more 
fear that they labor in vain. 

When over 200,000 lives have been lost to the COVID-19 pandemic, and additional lives to gun 
violence, child abuse and neglect, and more, our nation echoes with the sound of weeping and cries 
of distress. 

But God’s vision for our future is one in which we don’t have cause to weep, no one labors in vain, 
and no child is born for calamity. All children are blessed by God, and all deserve futures of justice 
and joy. Let us be God’s partners in making it so. 

Prayer:

Eternal, guide me to work faithfully so that no child is born for calamity, but all experience the 
blessings of joy and justice. Amen, 
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Saturday: Reimagining Our Future: Justice and Joy for  
All Children 
Jeremiah 31:15-17

Thus says the Lord: 
A voice is heard in Ramah, 
    lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; 
    she refuses to be comforted for her children, 
    because they are no more. 
16 Thus says the Lord: 
Keep your voice from weeping, 
    and your eyes from tears; 
for there is a reward for your work, 
says the Lord: 
    they shall come back from the land of the enemy; 
17 there is hope for your future, 
says the Lord: 
    your children shall come back to their own country.

President John F. Kennedy, in a speech at Loyola College, encouraged, “Let us not despair but act. 
Let us not seek the Republican answer or the Democratic answer but the right answer. Let us 
not seek to fix the blame for the past–let us accept our own responsibility for the future.” He also 
observed, “Children are the world’s most valuable resource and its best hope for the future.” 

There is hope for our future; our children shall be restored to community, care, justice, and joy.  
But it will take our work. Our faithful work not just on the Children’s Sabbath weekend but 
throughout the year and years to come—reaching out and speaking out, voting and visiting 
members of Congress, praying and protesting, organizing and educating, and so much more.

Thankfully, we don’t do it alone. We do it with others in our congregation, we do it joined by 
congregations of every faith all across our nation, and we do it guided and sustained by God. 

Prayer: 

God of Hope, raise my sights to behold your vision. Infuse my heart and strengthen my will to 
faithfully do the work you would have me do to create a future of justice and joy for every child. 
Amen. 


