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A Children’s Sabbath Resource  
in the Style of Godly Play

“Godly Play” is an approach to Christian education for children based on the Montessori methods of 
early childhood education. Godly Play is suitable for the youngest children through the elementary 
years. Rather than imparting “facts” or teaching the “right answers” to questions, Godly Play invites 
children into imaginative engagement with biblical stories through a visual story-telling process, 
open-ended “I wonder” questions that invite children’s own reflections, and creative, self-guided 
responses in which children use a variety of materials to respond to the story. (For more information 
about Godly Play, visit https://www.godlyplayfoundation.org/)

This Children’s Sabbath resource in the style of Godly Play may be used by congregations that 
regularly use the Godly Play approach for Christian education, it may be used as a one-time lesson 
for congregations that use different curricula, and it may also be led in individual homes by family 
members—which may be especially suitable for congregations that will not yet be meeting in 
person because of COVID-19. 

Process: 

Briefly, the process for leading this session in any of those settings is:

1. Preparation: 
a. Prepare the materials for telling the story. (If you don’t have access to felt or any of the 

other materials, feel free to adapt with what you do have available.) 
b. Assemble a variety of arts and craft materials for the creative responses.
c. Practice telling the story. As the adult who will tell the story (“the Presentation”), practice 

telling it, following the actions described in the left-hand column, accompanied by the 
words in the right-hand column. You don’t have to memorize the words, but your comfort 
with the story-telling and motions will help focus the children’s attention. 

2. Build the Circle: When the session begins, gather the children in a circle. Be seated yourself in 
the circle to anchor it. 

3. The Presentation: Tell the story using the prepared material and using the motions and words 
you practiced. Remember to take your time and pause; there is no need to hurry through the 
telling. The children should be seated in a circle when you tell the story. You should be seated in 
the circle with them, and spread the story-telling materials in the center of the circle. 

4. Wondering: After the Presentation, say aloud the “I wonder” questions, one at a time, allowing 
plenty of time for silence and inviting the children’s own wondering aloud in response. Receive 
the children’s responses without judgment or correction. Children who are used to curricula with 
clear-cut “correct” and “incorrect” answers may take some time to warm up to the notion that 
their ideas are valid and welcome. 

5. Responding: Allow the children to select which art materials they want to create any response 
to the story that they wish. Some may want to use the story-telling figures to re-tell the story 
themselves. Provide plenty of space for the children to spread out with their individual projects. 

6. The Feast: After the creative response time, gather the children in a circle for the “feast” of juice 
and crackers. 

https://www.godlyplayfoundation.org/
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Materials:

•   Cardboard shoebox covered in gold paper (“Parable Box” in Godly Play)
•   Circle of grey felt, about 18-24 inches across
•   Orange felt cut-out figure of a Judge, about 6 inches high
•   Blue felt cut-out figure of a Widow, about 6 inches high
•   Variety of art supplies for the children’s response to the parables (paints, paper, smocks and 

cups; clay, scraps of wood and other materials, and glue for sculptures; paper or journals for 
writing and drawing, and so forth.)

•   Supplies for the Feast: small cups, napkins, juice, and crackers

Building the Circle:

As the Storyteller, sit on the floor where the circle will be. The gold Parable Box is on the New 
Testament shelf.1 The Doorperson greets each child by name at the door and invites them to join the 
Storyteller in the circle.2

As the children arrive, you, as the Storyteller, invite them to come sit with you in the Circle, greeting 
them and showing them a good spot to sit. 

1  For those classrooms fully set up for Godly Play. For others, the shoebox can be placed in front of you as the children gather. 
2 The Doorperson is a second adult in the classroom who assists in a particular way.
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The Presentation:

Go to the New Testament shelf and take down 
the Parable box and place it in the center of the 
circle. 

Touch the top of the gold parable box and say, 
“There’s a parable inside. We haven’t seen this 
one before. I wonder what it will be.” 

Take the lid off the box and look inside. Sit back. 
Open the box with care and take out the grey 
felt piece. 

Spread the large grey square of felt in the 
middle of the circle. Sit back and look at it. 

Reach into the box and take out the Judge. 
Place him on the right side of the square. 

Look back in the box, and take out the Widow. 
Put her on the left side of the square. 

Look in the box. 

Sit back and regard the parable pieces for a few 
moments before beginning. Then reach out and 
touch the Judge. 

Reach out and touch the Widow. 

Move the widow closer to the Judge. 

Pause. Touch the Judge.

Say, Watch where I go so you can always find 
this parable. It will be here when you need it. 

Say, This box is gold and shiny like a present. 
Parables are like presents—they are given to 
us to keep. Until we look inside, we don’t know 
what it is. 

Say, We have never seen this parable before. 

Say, I wonder what this is. It is grey like a 
large stone. Or a sidewalk. Or a puddle. Or a 
thundercloud. Hmm. I wonder what will  
happen here.

Say, I wonder who this is. I wonder what he is 
like. I wonder if he has a family. 

Say, I wonder who this is. I wonder what she is 
like. I wonder if she has a family. 

Say, “The box is empty. We must have 
everything we need for our parable.” 

Say, “In a certain city there once was a judge 
who did not respect God or people.” 

Say, “In that same city there was a widow— 
a woman whose husband had died. She was  
the only parent in her family now.”

Say, “The widow went to the judge and said 
‘Someone is treating me unfairly and I need 
your help.’” 

Say, “The Judge said, ‘Go away. I don’t have  
time for you.” 
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Turn the judge over so his back is facing the 
Widow. 

Touch the widow. 

Move the widow back to the left side of the felt. 
Pause. 

Then move her back to the right side of the felt. 

Touch the judge. 

Move the widow back to her side as you talk. 

Move the widow again from the left side over to 
the judge on the right. 

Touch the judge. 

Move the widow back to the left. 

Pause. Touch the judge. 

Say, “The widow said, ‘I’ll be back.’”

Say, “The widow said to the judge, ‘Someone is 
treating me unfairly and I need your help.’

Say, “The judge said, ‘Leave me alone. I don’t 
care about your problem.’

Say, “The widow said, ‘I’m not going to give up. 
I’ll be back.’”

Say, “The widow said, ‘I’m back. Someone is 
treating me unfairly and I need your help. I need 
justice.’”

Say, “The judge said, ‘Stop bothering me. I don’t 
care about you and your problems.’”

Say, “The widow said, ‘I won’t give up. I won’t stop 
asking you to grant justice to make things fair.’” 

Say, “For a while the judge refused. But later he said 
to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God or respect 
for anyone, because this widow keeps bothering 
me I will grant her justice so that she does not wear 
me out by continuing to come to me.’”

Sit back and regard the scene thoughtfully. 

Guiding the Group Wondering
Wondering questions might be:

I wonder why the judge didn’t respect God?

I wonder why the judge didn’t respect people? 

I wonder how the widow felt when someone was unfair to her?

I wonder how she felt when the judge said he wouldn’t help her?

I wonder why the widow kept going back to the judge?

I wonder what it was like for the widow each time she went home after the judge wouldn’t help.  
I wonder what she did while she was back at home?

I wonder how the judge felt when he changed his mind and helped the widow?

I wonder why Jesus told this parable to his disciples? 

I wonder what this parable might mean for our Children’s Sabbath?


