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In addition to the following resources prepared for the 2020 Children’s Sabbath, please refer to 
the “evergreen” Children’s Sabbath worship resources which have additional materials suitable for 
this and every year. https://www.childrensdefense.org/programs/faith-based/childrens-sabbath-
celebration/#evergreen

Call to Worship/Opening Prayer

Gather our hearts, O God, knitting us together across difference and division to live with your 
compassion. 

Gather our minds, O God, from distractions and distance to focus on you and your children.

Gather our wills, O God, to be strong and courageous in pursuit of your justice. 

By the power of your holy spirit, make us one in heart, mind, and spirit as we worship you on this 
Children’s Sabbath day. Come, let us worship God. 

Prayer of Confession

God of infinite possibility, we confess that too often we are stuck in what is rather than working 
toward what could be. We doubt we can make a difference and so we just try to get through the 
day. We become overwhelmed by pain, problems, and the pandemic, and want to hide our hearts, 
sit on our hands, wait for it to end. 

Forgive us, O God, for living too little in the largeness of your love. Fill us, we pray, with courage and 
compassion, vision and determination to embody your love, seek your will, and strive for your justice 
that will enable all children to thrive and live with joy in the fullness of life that you intend. 

These things we pray in the name of your child, Jesus. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon

“Behold, I make all things new.” Friends, by the grace of God made known in Jesus Christ we are 
forgiven. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know 
that you are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

Passing the Peace

For the passing of the peace teach the congregation how to say “Peace be with you” and “And also 
with you” in American Sign Language. This can be a new way for the congregation to connect with 
each other meaningfully but also safely if gathering in person, or to connect visually if gathering 
virtually. 
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Teaching the signs is something a young person might like to lead. 

The simplest way for the congregation’s “teacher” to learn the signs is searching the internet for 
“Peace be with you American Sign Language,” which will surface brief videos. 

Briefly, “peace” is a combination of two signs—“become” and “still.” First, the palms laid flat on each 
other twist and flip so the other hand is on top (“become”) and then both hands float down and to 
the sides (“still”). The sign for “with” is two fists coming together with fingers touching, knuckles 
forward, thumbs on top. “You” is signed by opening up hands, palms up, and moving them forward 
toward the other. 

“And also with you” is just a “hang ten” sign (the “Y” in ASL) with pinky and thumbs out, and middle 
three fingers closed on the palm, moved between yourself and the other person. 

Time with Children 

In the Bible are the words of one of God’s special helpers we call Isaiah, who told people God’s 
message. This Isaiah was speaking to families who were having a very hard time—some of them 
were far from their homes and everything seemed different from what they were used to. Some 
were hungry, or sick, or didn’t have work to do. Grown-ups and kids were feeling sad and scared. 
Isaiah told them that God’s message was “Don’t be scared. I have called you by name, you belong to 
me.” God said, even during the scariest times, “I will be with you.” (Isaiah 43:1b)

[Invite the children to take turns saying their names individually. After each name is offered, say: 
“God has called you by name, [say child’s name], you belong to God. God will always be with you.”]

Then, Isaiah told the people, God had a hopeful message for them. God said, “I am creating 
something new. There it is! Do you see it?” (Isaiah 43:19a)  

God wanted the people to use their imaginations to try to see the new world that God was 
creating—when things would be better than in a scary or hard time. God wanted people to see 
pictures in their minds of the world God wants.

We’ve all been going through a hard time kind of like the families Isaiah was speaking to. For lots 
of kids, school is different and they haven’t been able to play with their friends. Lots of people are 
worried about getting sick. Some parents don’t have jobs anymore. Lots of us are upset when people 
are treated unfairly because of the color of their skin. 

I think God would like us to use our hopeful thoughts to imagine what it will be like when things are 
better and more fair for people—especially for children. Let’s close our eyes and imagine (or “make 
believe”). I can imagine a time when all children can go to good, safe schools and play with their 
friends. There it is! Can you see it in your imagination? Can you see those pictures in your mind?  
[welcome children’s responses of “yes!”]

I can imagine a time when people aren’t worried about getting sick and don’t have to wear masks 
any more, and anyone who is sick gets good care from a doctor. There it is! Can you see it in your 
imagination?
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I can imagine a time when parents have jobs and there are homes and food for every family. There it 
is! Can you see it in your imagination? 

I can imagine a time when everyone is treated fairly and kindly whatever color of skin they have, and 
everyone knows that all colors of skin are beautiful. There it is! Can you see it in your imagination?

Let’s open our eyes now. The world is different than the hopeful pictures we saw in our imaginations. 
But on the Children’s Sabbath weekend, our church and people who love God everywhere are saying 
that they are going to be God’s partners in helping create that hopeful future for all children. 

Let’s end with a prayer. 

Dear God, thank you for promising us that you will always be with us even during scary times. Thank 
you for reminding us that you are creating something new. Help us to keep using our imaginations 
to see a better world for all children. Thank you for our church on this Children’s Sabbath that will be 
your partner in making our world better. Amen. 

Prayer for Illumination

O God, some of us come to this time from homes that have been too silent for so long. Others of us 
come from nonstop noise and days of distraction. Whether from solitude or chaos, we long now to 
hear your word to us, for us. By the power of your Spirit, give us the ears to hear, the hearts to feel, 
the spirits to respond to the word you have for us this day. Amen. 

Readings

Suggested readings for those not bound by the lectionary: Isaiah 43: 1-2, 5-7, 18-19 or Isaiah 65:17-25 
and Luke 8:4-8, 11-15 
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Sermon Notes on the Lectionary Texts

Episcopal Lectionary: Proper 24, Year A 
Isa. 45:1-7
Ps. 96
1 Thess. 1:1-10
Matt. 22:15-22

Revised Common Lectionary:
Exod. 33:12-23 (Isa. 45:1-7)
Ps. 99 (Ps. 96:1-9)
Mt. 22:15-22
1 Thess. 1:1-10

Roman Catholic Lectionary: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
Isa. 45:1.4-6
Ps. 95
1 Thess. 1:1-5
Matt. 22:15-21

Lutheran Lectionary: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost Year A   
Complementary Series Isa. 45:1-7  
Ps. 96:1-9 [10-13]  
1 Thess. 1:1-10  
Matt. 22:15-22  
Semi-continuous Series  
Exod. 33:12-23  
Ps. 99  
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Revised Common Lectionary Notes for the Children’s Sabbath 
By the Reverend Dr. Fred B. Craddock 

First Thessalonians 1:1-10  
While it is sometimes a stretch for a preacher to move from a biblical text to the current need to be 
addressed, such is not the case today. Directly and indirectly, all these texts (Exod. 33:12-23; 1 Thess. 
1:1-10; Matt. 22:15-22) speak to the concerns of the Children’s Sabbath. In fact, the Epistle lesson, 1 
Thess. 1:1-10, contributes the theme. It seems appropriate, therefore, to begin our reflections on the 
texts with 1 Thessalonians, moving then to Exodus and to Matthew, rather than in the usual order of 
Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel. 

We look at 1 Thess. 1:1-10 first through a wide-angle lens. The Jerusalem Conference (Acts 15) 
ended with the conclusion that Jews and Gentiles alike had equal access to the grace of God. 
Paul, a missionary to Gentiles, must have been pleased, but he knew that there is often a great 
distance between official church pronouncements and the lives of parishioners. Paul’s subsequent 
confrontation with Simon Peter in Antioch (Gal. 2:11-21) is a case in point. Even so, with zeal to 
continue his work, Paul chose Silvanus (Silas, Acts 15:22) and later Timothy (Acts 16:1-5) to join him in 
establishing churches in Europe, beginning in Macedonia and Achaia (comprising modern Greece). 
Moving from north to south they worked primarily in the larger cities: Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens, 
Corinth (Acts 15:40-18:21). Paul was only briefly in Thessalonica, the capital of Macedonia, a large 
multi-cultural city and the seat of Roman government for the area. Paul was concerned about his 
brief stay lest they think he was one of those popular preachers going from town to town lining his 
pockets. Unable to return himself (1 Thess. 2:18; he was now in Athens), Paul sent Timothy (1 Thess. 
3:1-6) who returned with good news of the health of the church. Paul and companions moved 
farther south to Corinth where he wrote this letter to the Thessalonians, probably 49-50 CE. This 
letter is the first of Paul’s epistles and, therefore, the earliest Christian document in existence. 

Now we zoom in for a closer look at the text. In 1:1-10 we meet what became Paul’s trademark 
epistolary beginning: the signature, address, and salutation “Grace and peace,” a joining of 
the common Greek and Hebrew greetings; in other words, total inclusivity. Then follows the 
Thanksgiving (1:2-10), a common feature of correspondence of the day, but in Paul’s hands, a 
summary of praise to God, recital of his relation to the readers, their situation, and the work before 
them. The letter was to be read in the worship service of the church. However, the most striking 
feature of the Thanksgiving (1:2-10) is that Paul has already settled on a way of framing the Christian 
life, which he was to repeat in this and later correspondence: the triad of faith, love, and hope (1 
Thess. 5:8; Rom. 5:1-5; 1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 5:5-6). But in this his first letter he is clear that faith, love, and 
hope are not to be understood by his readers as personal qualities, virtues to be cultivated in private 
exercises of polishing one’s soul, of thinking good thoughts, of feeling good within one’s self. Faith, 
love, and hope are not qualities to be possessed but tasks to be done. Putting too much stress on 
the inner life can be paralyzing, resulting in a subjective captivity of the Gospel. 
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It is not so with Paul; for him these words have perspiration on them, working not watching, 
emptying their pockets for other people’s children. These words are not standing still. Listen to 
Paul: “Your work of faith, your labor of love, your steadfastness of hope” (v.3). When Paul repeats the 
triad later he uses verbs, not nouns: to turn, to serve, to wait (v.9). The church, which uses this triad 
to understand itself will not, cannot, be content to sing “Jesus loves the little children of the world”; 
it will not, cannot, simply pray for the children; it will not, and cannot, only shed a tear in sorrow 
for the children. That church will act out of faith, serve in love, and anticipate a better future with 
steadfastness. 

Exodus 33:12-23  
This extraordinary text consists of a conversation between God and Moses, a conversation which 
takes place at a very critical time in the life of Israel. God heard the cries of Israel in bondage and 
delivered the people from the Pharaoh of Egypt. On their way toward the land of promise, they 
arrive at Mount Sinai where, through their leader Moses, they receive the commandments by which 
they are to live as the people of God (Exod. 20-23). A covenant is sealed between God and Israel 
(Exod. 24) and all seems well. Instructions are given for building the tabernacle, a sacred place of 
meeting between God and the People (Exod. 25-32). 

Then everything breaks loose. Moses is on the mountain forty days and nights receiving revelations, 
but that is a time too long, say the people. They feel abandoned by God and Moses and revert 
to idolatry. Aaron, the priest and brother of Moses, leads Israel in this violation of the law and the 
covenant (Exod. 32). Aaron is the epitome of those clergy in every age who cater to the worst in 
people for the ego satisfaction and monetary gains that follow. Moses is angry, coming down the 
mountain, shattering the two tablets containing the law. God is angry, ready to destroy the people 
and begin anew with Moses to create a new people (Exod. 32). 

Now comes the conversation between God and Moses (Exod. 33:12-23). The conversation is possible 
because they are not strangers: God and Moses have been talking since the experience of the 
burning bush. The conversation is vigorous because they have a history of trying to persuade each 
other. They, in fact, argued. This vigorous feature of Jewish prayer life is often missing from Christian 
piety which embraces silent acquiescence as the better expression of faith. We might do well to 
recapture the prayer life of Moses, and of Jacob who wrestled all night, or of Paul who asked the 
church in Rome to “Agonize with me in prayer” (Rom. 15:30), or of Jesus who pictured prayer as a 
widow with bloody knuckles knocking on the locked door of a heartless judge (Luke 18:1-18). Harsh 
as it may sound, maybe the prayer life of silent acquiescence is born not so much of reverence 
but of a hesitation to include in our time of study and meditation the really tough issues that 
hurt and destroy life. Small matters can be handled, thank you, Jesus, but 14.5 million children in 
gnawing poverty, that is too big as a prayer alone; it is also an assignment. And since first grade we 
have resisted assignment. It is easier to argue over prayer in public school than it is to see that all 
children are able to go safely and happily to school. 

Read again Exod. 33:12-23. Moses has two issues to be taken up with God: Will God continue to lead 
the people to the land of promise, and will God assure Moses that Moses is in God’s favor? Both are 
critical matters. The first because God has become angry with unfaithful and idolatrous Israel and 
has threatened to end their relationship here and now. Moses knows that God has both wrath and 
mercy, that God’s moral imperatives are to be obeyed or dire consequences will follow, but also 
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that God shows mercy and forgives, entering into new covenants with the very people who broke 
the old. Moses presses God: Will you in your wrath remember mercy? “Mercy it will be,” says God, 
and “I will be with my people as the journey continues.” In other words, the leader of the people is 
their intercessor, their mediator. No, he is more than that: he is their advocate. The leader of a faith 
community has no more important role than this. On critical issues that face the faith community, 
or rather the whole nation, the leader cannot be content to moderate a mild afternoon debate; the 
leader must speak a Yes or a No; must advocate, not moderate. Especially when there are millions 
who have no voice unless it is the voice of an advocate. 

The second issue in the conversation between Moses and God is also important: Will God give 
Moses personal assurance of favor? This is not a selfish request. Moses knows the continued 
effectiveness of his work is directly dependent on his own relation to God. The leader is not a retailer 
of religion to others. Many a pastor has suffered the slow death of the soul while busy as a bee 
taking care of the souls of others. As a civil rights worker sighed over the failure of a major project: 
“We had too many people sign up to do the Master’s work who didn’t know the Master.” 

Matthew 22:15-22  
We come now to the Gospel reading, a reading which speaks to the theme of Children’s Sabbath 
with yet another voice, not that of Paul or of Moses but of Jesus himself. 

Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem in the manner commemorated by the church on Palm or Passion 
Sunday. The days that follow are filled with a number of controversies between Jesus and lay 
and clergy leaders of the religious establishment. These verbal clashes are not true debates that 
function to inform an audience or to pursue the truth. Rather, these skirmishes are designed to 
ensnare Jesus in a wrong or at least an unpopular answer. The goal is to paint Jesus into a corner 
and then to say triumphantly, “Gotcha!” Jesus, Matthew says, was fully aware of the malicious intent 
of his interrogators (v.18). Their transparent flattery when approaching Jesus hardly concealed their 
motive (vv. 16-17). 

The question brought to Jesus was one which, when free of traps and snares, deserved serious 
consideration. Very likely it was addressed frequently by rabbis and scribes knowledgeable in the 
law of Moses. “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor or not?” A straightforward answer would 
be, “There is nothing in the law of Moses that forbids the payment of tribute to the governing 
authorities.” However, Jesus is not engaged in a straightforward discussion but one filled with 
strong emotion and treacherous intent. Consider the tax itself. The “census” or “head” tax was 
instituted in 6 CE when Judea became a Roman province. The tax was offensive; that it could be 
paid only with a Roman coin was doubly offensive. Adding insult to injury was the inscription on 
the coin: “Tiberius Caesar, August son of the Divine Augustus, High Priest.” Mention the tax and 
emotions boiled. More than anything else, this tax created the nationalistic Zealot movement, the 
activities of which led to the 66-70 CE war and the destruction of Jerusalem. The moment Jesus 
met his questioners could have been incendiary. 

Who were these interrogators? Matthew says they were disciples of the Pharisees along with 
Herodians. Unfortunately, “Pharisee” is among many Christians a pejorative term when, in fact, they 
were in many ways kin to Jesus. They focused on Scripture and considered it primary that God’s 
people know and do God’s will. As all Christians are not alike, neither were all Pharisees, and some 
of them intensely disagreed with Jesus’ interpretation of certain Scriptures and with the company 
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Jesus kept. To these, Jesus destabilized the religious community. Surprisingly, they join forces with 
Herodians, supporters of the Herod dynasty, more political than religious, and unlike the Pharisees, 
probably supported the tax. 

What a strange sight! Here stands Jesus in the temple area, teacher, healer, lover of the least and 
the lost, embracer of the poor and the marginalized, friend of sinners, and toward him comes an 
angry coalition. Pharisees and Herodians, in other words, church and state temporarily dropping 
their differences to join forces in order to get rid of Jesus. They think they have him in the crossfire; 
however he answers the question will be wrong. He will either be not religious or not patriotic. 
Their question is not, “Jesus, what can we do to help the painfully needy in our community?” Their 
question is rather, “Jesus, what do you think about the tax?” Pardon me, but is not the question not 
“what do you think about ---?” but rather “what are you doing about ---?” Somehow all this sounds 
too familiar. 

Jesus is patient with his opponents, although he must have enjoyed the moment when he asked 
for a coin and they produced the very coin that was the issue, and there in the sacred temple. 
Jesus’ answer, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s” was not a clever move, not an attempt to be evasive, not a definition of how 
one handles church and state. What he says is that in every situation, each person must make the 
decision about priorities. The decision is mine; not even Jesus can decide for me. 
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Sermon Notes on Texts in the Episcopal,  
Roman Catholic and Lutheran Lectionaries 

By The Reverend Ms. Margaret K. Schwarzer 

Isaiah 45:1-7 Cyrus, God’s Instrument 

Nature, Style, and Context of the Passage: 
The book of Isaiah’s prophetic voice expresses outrage over the numerous injustices of Israel’s 
society and consistently holds the people of Israel accountable to God for these injustices. Israel’s 
disobedience, God’s judgment, and God’s redemption are frequent themes in Isaiah. 

To fully appreciate Isaiah 45:1-7, we need to remember that at the time of this prophecy the city 
of Judah lay in ruins. Even Jerusalem’s temple, their once magnificent symbol of national power 
and godly favor, had been destroyed. Furthermore, the leaders of Judah and most of the populace 
were in exile in Babylon, where public foreign rites declared that the Babylonian God Marduk had 
crushed Yahweh and his people. Despair ran rampant throughout the scattered Jewish community. 

In Isaiah 45:1-7, the prophet declares that despite apparent failure, neither Yahweh nor his people 
have been defeated. Israel correctly understands that Yahweh is the one and only omnipotent 
deity, and that Israel’s exile results from Yahweh’s decision to discipline his people for their callous 
treatment of the poor and needy. For Isaiah, the seemingly hopeless situation of Israel’s exile 
contains both God’s chastisement of Israel and God’s plan to restore her. Isaiah asserts that it is 
precisely because Yahweh is so powerful that he can use people like Cyrus, who do not worship 
him, to bring a reign of righteousness, justice, and mercy to Israel. Cyrus, a political-military leader 
who was impressing the ancient world with his successes, was first and foremost an instrument of 
Yahweh: “… for the sake of Israel, my chosen… I call you (Cyrus) by name, though you do not know 
me.” (Isaiah 45:4) 

Theological Themes: 
Human sin and God’s desire for justice 
Much of the book of Isaiah is devoted to spelling out the corrupt and selfish actions of Israelite 
society and the inevitable punishment God would visit upon them. During Isaiah’s time, a new elite 
class had developed, and the gap between rich and poor had become enormous. Greed for luxury 
goods and material possessions blinded people to the acute need and abiding hunger of the poor. 
Widows and orphans were mistreated in the law courts, innocent people were abused in public, 
and many people were dishonest in their daily dealings. Finally, Israel had developed a false sense 
of security, arrogantly imagining that her intimate relationship with God made her invincible. Isaiah 
is clear that God desires Israel to turn from her selfish ways and return to providing justice and care 
to her poorest and most vulnerable members. 

God cannot be thwarted or controlled 
The Book of Isaiah affirms that God acts in history and that God’s actions unfold in the public areas 
of society, economics, and politics, as well as in the private areas of prayer, friendship, and family life. 
Because nothing is more powerful than God, neither human beings nor their false idols can control 
God or triumph over God. No force of nature can compete with God’s omnipotence; no greed, or 
fear, or cruelty is stronger than God’s ability to overcome it or create a true good from it. No false 
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idol — such as wealth, power, or prestige — can stand up to the cosmic power of God. Because 
of this omnipotence, God can act in surprising ways, using unexpected events or people to teach 
God’s people. Individuals who appear strange or foreign to us, like Cyrus, can be messengers of 
God’s redemption and God’s blessing. 

God’s abiding love for God’s people 
According to Isaiah, God drives his people into exile in order to discipline them, not to forsake 
them. God’s actions, however mysterious, are undertaken in order to restore Israel, not to destroy 
her. Throughout her exile, God continues to yearn for Israel’s transformation into a community of 
righteousness and wholeness. Because of his love for them, God will never abandon God’s people. 

Preaching the Lesson: Standing strong in the face of injustice 
Since the times of Isaiah, people have wondered whether forces of evil, or bad luck, or blind fate 
have taken control of their lives when they are faced with desperate situations. When violence or 
tragedy devastates communities, good people ask if God has forsaken them, and some despair. 
It is tempting, and even understandable, to give in to despair. During the Babylonian exile, many 
did despair; in our own day, in the face of natural disaster, human evil, and seemingly random 
tragedy, many still do despair. Nevertheless, as people of faith, we are called upon to make a 
different choice. We are called upon to persevere in the face of injustice, and to stand strong while 
we address the violence of our own day. We are called upon to proclaim our Christian conviction 
in God’s final victory of justice over evil. We are meant to emulate Isaiah’s unyielding conviction 
that God’s final plan is a restored world of righteousness and mercy. When we resolve to persist, 
we are empowered to seek out the injustice that afflicts our communities and replace it with just 
and merciful options. As God exposes the failures of our society, our trust in God allows us to use 
the tools of truth and justice to act as agents of restoration. Much of the violence in our own day 
is targeted at children. Our nation allows millions of children to be hungry, homeless, uninsured, 
abused, and at high risk for a violent death. The Children’s Defense Fund compiles shocking facts 
about the devastation in the lives of America’s children. Among them are: 

•   Persistent Hunger – day after day, hope-draining hunger affects the lives of 8.3 million 
American children. 

•  Deep Poverty – the humiliations and pains of abiding need haunt the lives of 7.1 million 
children in our rich nation. 

•  Gunfire Violence – suicides, accidents, and homicides take the lives of seven children a day. 

Some will respond to these facts with apathy or despair; we know a better way. As people of 
faith, we can dare to comprehend the scope of injustices our children face because we know 
that, with God’s help, we can address them. We can help to bring about change and restoration. 
The Children’s Sabbath is a good opportunity to reassess the needs of children in your church, 
community, and state. You and your congregation can use this manual to expand your knowledge 
and inspire your action. The lions of justice in our past century — Bishop Desmond Tutu, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Mother Teresa, Mahatma Gandhi — did not succumb to persecution, or to powerful 
forces of injustice, or to personal doubts; they were agents of transformation because they dared to 
be. Some were Christians, some, like Cyrus, worshipped other Gods, but the presence of God in their 
lives was unmistakable. Like them, we are actual human beings with the full range of strengths 
and weaknesses, and like them, we are called to be God’s agents in the world. We don’t need to 
be perfect; we need to be perfectly ready to act. We are all called to participate in God’s plan of 
compassionate restoration. God never forsakes us, and we need not forsake each other. 
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Matthew 22:15-22: “Give to God the things that are God’s.” 

Nature, Style, and Context of the Passage:  
According to Matthew, the question of paying Roman taxes is brought to Jesus by a coalition of 
Herodians and Pharisee. The Herodians, supporters of Herod the Great’s successor to rule Palestine, 
were pro-Roman, and favored the tax. The Pharisee tended to be silent objectors who deeply 
resented the Roman occupation but accepted it as a necessary evil. They counseled their people 
to submit to the tax, but viewed it as an unjust burden. Both groups came together because of 
their common opposition to Jesus. They intended to place Jesus on the horns of a dilemma in 
a public place. If he argued against paying the taxes, they would be able to accuse him of anti-
Roman behavior and report him to Pilate. If Jesus supported the tax, he would lose favor with much 
of the general public, for whom the tax was an economic hardship and a hated example of their 
submission to Rome. 

Jesus doesn’t take the bait; instead of discussing the legal issues of their question, he moves the 
conversation in a different, and more profound, direction. “Whose head is on the coin?” he asks. His 
opponents answer, “Caesar’s.” A good paraphrase of Jesus’ final reply to them might be: “ Then give 
to Caesar the things stamped in his likeness that are Caesar’s, and give to God the things that are 
stamped in his likeness that are God’s.” 

Jesus’ response carries us all the way back to the Garden of Eden, where Genesis 1:27 teaches 
us that men and women were created in the image of God. In his slightly cryptic answer to the 
Pharisee and Herodians, Jesus wants his audience to understand that just as coins stamped with 
Caesar’s image belong to Caesar, so do human beings, stamped with God’s image, belong to God. 
Jesus is telling his audience to treat Caesar’s coins as Caesar would have them be treated, and to 
treat God’s “coins” (human beings) as God would want them to be treated. In Jesus’ response, the 
question of taxes becomes a trivial matter, and the imperative shifts to focus upon the hearer’s 
responsibility to provide justice and mercy to God’s people. 

Theological Themes:  
Human beings have value beyond measure  
In a moment of petty squabbling about taxes, Jesus pulls his audience back into considering the 
cosmic mystery of men and women being minted in God’s image. Then God said, “Let us make 
human kind in our image, according to our likeness.” (Genesis 1:26) If we accept that God’s likeness 
dwells within human beings, then we must also acknowledge the sacredness of all human life. Not 
just some of us, but all of us are sacred. Each child on this planet is of infinite value. Stamped with 
God’s image, each of us is indescribably precious, valuable beyond our earthly ability to measure 
value. 

Since the days of Tertullian and other early church fathers, interpreters of scripture have heard 
echoes of Genesis 1: 26-27 in Jesus’ words and found great comfort in them. 

Doing God’s will is better than doing well 
When we do well, we increase our own financial standing; when we act with justice, mercy, and 
compassion, we change lives for the better, often changing our own in the process. Some of the 
Pharisees, anxious to trap Jesus, argue about Caesar’s taxes, but Jesus refuses to weigh in on either 
side of the argument. Instead, he reframes the argument to focus on what is most important to 
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God. Jesus deftly points out to his adversaries that they are busy splitting hairs over a political 
question when they should be focusing on the larger issues of serving their neighbors and living in 
right relationship to God. In effect, Jesus is saying, “If Caesar wants a few pieces of silver from you, 
give them freely. Your act will remind you that a person’s value is not determined by the amount of 
their material goods.” Real abundance is found only in living in accordance with God’s will. 

Creative Kingdom Thinking 
It is the responsibility of every person of faith to participate in God’s restoration of the world, but 
sometimes we can find ourselves paralyzed by doubts or frozen by some intense infighting within 
our own communities. Jesus models for us the focused mind and the humorous attitude which 
can bypass trivial battles, damaged egos, or the general malaise of the status quo. With the flip 
of a coin, Jesus breaks free of the traps meant to damage him and refocuses himself and his 
community on how to fulfill God’s will. 

Preaching the Lesson 
Choose Life  
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” Jesus’ response does not offer us clear-
cut guidance on how to balance secular and religious commitments; it does not tell us how much 
we are to contribute to the poor and the needy. Instead, it pulls us more deeply into discerning for 
ourselves what we owe to beings who carry God’s image within them. Jesus isn’t saying, “There is 
a secular realm and there is a religious realm and equal respect can be paid to each.” For Jesus, 
there is no neutral territory; there is no place on heaven or earth where God’s justice and mercy are 
not meant to reign. Jesus’ statement leaves us with a question: When, in God’s name, will we give 
up our blindness to injustice, and our docile relationship to the status quo? It is hard to engage the 
broken places of creation, but that is one of the tasks God gives us. 

The people of Haiti live in grinding poverty; they live in the poorest of the poor countries in the 
Western Hemisphere. They understand what the poorest children in our nation live without. When 
asked by tourists to explain how God could permit such great misery, they often answer with a 
proverb: “Bon dye konn bay men li pa koon separe.” In literal translation it means “God gives, but 
doesn’t share.” What it means is “God gives us human beings everything we need to flourish, 
but God isn’t the one who is supposed to divvy up the loot. That charge is laid upon us.” (Kidder, 
Mountains Beyond Mountains, p. 79) 

Restoration, hope, life for our nation’s at-risk children is possible, but we must pray for it, work for 
it, even sacrifice for it. Mahatma Gandhi tells us “Be the change you wish to see in the world.” We 
can be; all we need to do is to look around our church, our community, or our state and take on one 
new action on behalf of children. Your congregation can choose to reinforce or expand the work 
it already does to help children and families. What new opportunities are there for individuals in 
your church, or the congregation as a whole, to bring justice to children in need? This manual has 
a whole section dedicated to follow-up possibilities for your congregation to consider. (See Actions 
for All Faiths section) Food pantries, clothing and book drives, educational circles, and legislative 
lobbying work are some of the options. 
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We do not have to be cynical or carelessly optimistic about the needs of America’s poor children.  
The psalm appointed for today, Psalm 96, exhorts us to “Sing a new song,” and we can, if we choose  
to do so. When we can dare what we haven’t dared before we begin to transform both the world 
and our own hearts. Each action we take to improve the lives of at-risk children will bring both 
them and us one step closer to compassionate and righteous restoration. 

Out of clutter, 
Find simplicity. 
From discord, 
Find harmony. 
In the middle 
Of difficulty, 
Lies opportunity. 
(by Albert Einstein) 

End notes — Cites: Kidder, Tracy, Mountains Beyond Mountains, The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer,  
a man who would cure the world; Random House, New York, NY, 2004, Page 79.

Prayers of the People

O Source of Transformation, we turn our hearts to you on this Children’s Sabbath. We pray for the 
Church, that we become an ever more true reflection of your welcome. Lead us in our witness to 
your justice. Teach us to be the embodiment of your love, especially for the youngest, impoverished, 
and most marginalized of your beloved children. Source of Transformation, we pray: 

Make our lives a living prayer. 

Source of Compassion, we pray for the world, in which disease knows no boundary and suffering is 
a shared language. We ask that love will unite us in action that recognizes our common humanity. 
Give us your desire that all may live in the fullness of life. Source of Compassion, we pray: 

Make our lives a living prayer. 

Source of Hope, we pray for our nation wounded by disease and death, division and distrust, pain 
and poverty, and so many uncertainties. Instill in us calm and trust in you that helps us reimagine 
our future with justice and joy for all children. Source of Hope, we pray:

Make our lives a living prayer. 

Source of Strength, on this Children’s Sabbath weekend, we pray especially for the children and 
youth of our congregations and communities. We hold in our hearts those who struggle with 
disrupted learning, delayed plans, disappointment and loneliness. We pray for those whose families 
struggle to make ends meet. We pray that this weekend will inspire new, lasting action to work with 
our children toward your vision of justice and joy. Source of Strength, we pray: 

Make our lives a living prayer. 

Source of Comfort, we pray for those who have died, especially those who died too young, too 
soon, from causes we could have prevented. We pray for those whose lives were lost to disease and 
despair, to brutality and bullying, to shootings and to suicide. Help us to be your arms of care for 
those who grieve and your voice to prevent unnecessary losses. Source of Comfort, we pray:
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Make our lives a living prayer. 

These things we ask in Jesus’ name, who came among us as a living prayer of transformation, 
compassion, hope, strength, and comfort. Amen. 

Prayer for Justice (from The Book of Common Prayer, USA)

Almighty God, you created us in your image. 
Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil, 
 and to make no peace with oppression. 
And, that we may reverently use our freedom, 
 help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice
  to the glory of your holy name;
Through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Prayer for Children (From the Presbyterian Church USA Book of Common 
Worship)

Great God,
guard the laughter of children. 
Bring them safely through injury and illness
so they may live the promises you give. 
Do not let us be so preoccupied with our purposes
that we fail to hear their voices, 
or pay attention to their special vision of the truth;
but keep us with them, 
ready to listen and to love, 
even as in Jesus Christ you have loved us, 
your grown-up, wayward children. Amen. 

 

Prayer by Marian Wright Edelman adapted from Guide My Feet: Prayers and 
Meditations on Loving and Working for Children

God, please use us to stop injustice, 
the killing of innocent children 
by violence at home and in faraway lands. 

God, please use us to stop injustice, 
the killing of innocent children
by poverty at home and abroad. 

God, please use us to stop injustice, 
the killing of innocent child spirits 
by vanity and greed in our land and others. 

God, please use us to stop injustice, 
the assault on precious child dreams
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by neglect and apathy near and far.

God, please use us to stop injustice, 
so our children may live 
and love and laugh and play again. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer C (BCP)

Proper Preface for Children’s Sabbath
Because you have blessed us with children and have given your own Child, the Prince of Peace,
Jesus Christ, to reveal the fullness of your love and mercy.

Option 2: Eucharistic Prayer for the Children’s Sabbath

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant:   We give you thanks and praise, amazing God, who made heaven and earth and sea, 
and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever, who executes justice for the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry; You watch over the strangers, uphold the children and 
most vulnerable parents, and have triumphed over sin and evil. 
(from Psalm 146)

On this Children’s Sabbath day, we give you thanks, O God, especially for children, for the blessing
they are and the blessing we may be to them, as we unite our hearts and voices to do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with you.

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we sing (say),

Celebrant and People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.

The Celebrant continues: We praise you, O God, for sending your beloved child Jesus born as a
baby nurtured by his family, and protected by strangers, who grew as a child who was taught in his
temple, surrounded by his community, and guided by his parents, who became an adult who loved
and blessed the children, who cared for those who were sick, poor, and left out, who taught that
God loves us like a parent, and who called us his friends. This one who was born a baby needing us
died our Savior whom we all need, triumphant even over death, freeing us to live as your beloved
children.
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(At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;and 
at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing the wine to be consecrated.)

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at the table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
As you do this, remember me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks, gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, remember me.”

Around your table, as your children, O God, we remember Jesus Christ,
Who came in love, lived in love, and died in love,
Who was and is and is to come.
We offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
And we offer to you our lives.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, that they
strengthen us to welcome the children, to show your love, to work for your justice, to bring your
peace.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal

Remembering especially all our children and the call to justice,
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Offering

In addition to the usual monetary offerings, possibilities for the offering on this Children’s Sabbath 
are many: 

•   Donation of items to help families hit hardest by the pandemic: masks, grocery store gift 
cards, hand sanitizer, diapers, books and other items to engage children cooped up at home. 
These items could be brought forward to the altar during the offering for congregations 
gathering in person; held up to show on Zoom services; or dropped off at the place of worship 
later in the week for places streaming services remotely. 

•   Commitment cards pledging to vote as an act of faith. 
•    Extra financial donations designated for a local organization helping children impacted by 

the pandemic or supporting youth who recently aged out of the foster care system, many of 
whom are especially challenged by these times. 

Benediction
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Go forth into this day to work toward God’s vision for our future
with the children, who are cherished by God
with the joy of Jesus’ open-hearted, boundary-breaking love, 
and with the passion for justice stirred by the Holy Spirit moving in and among us. 
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, Amen. 

Benediction

May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope
and love in action
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


