
[DATE] 

The Honorable Chuck Grassley 

Chairman 

Committee on Finance 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Danny K. Davis  

Chairman  

Subcommittee on Worker and Family Support 

Committee on Ways and Means 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 

Ranking Member 

Committee on Finance 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Jackie Walorski 

Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Worker and Family Support 

Committee on Ways and Means 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Chairman Grassley, Ranking Member Wyden, Chairman Davis, and Ranking Member 

Walorski: 

As organizations dedicated to the well-being of children, we would like to thank you for your 

steadfast leadership and to share our support for the Family First Transition Act (S. 2777/H.R. 

4980). 

The passage of the Family First Prevention Services Act (Family First) in 2018 provided an 

unprecedented opportunity to transform our nation’s child welfare system. The law’s historic 

reforms to the Title IV-E program will allow state, tribal and territorial child welfare agencies to 

proactively support families to keep more children safely at home with their families, and for 

children who do enter foster care, ensure that they be placed in family-based settings whenever 

possible. These reforms represent the first major modernization of the child welfare system in 

decades, and if implemented effectively, will be a significant step to fulfill the fundamental 

promise of child welfare, that every child deserves the opportunity to grow up in a safe, stable 

and loving family.  

This moment presents an opportunity to ensure the reforms that Congress intended in Family 

First are realized. The Family First Transition Act presents a bold plan to help states, tribes and 

territories meet the unique fiscal and statutory requirements of implementation. Once enacted, it 

will provide critical tools to help states, tribes and territories take advantage of the opportunities 

contained in Family First, so that more children and families can thrive.  

Specifically, the Family First Transition Act would:  

 Provide one-time flexible funding to states, tribes and territories to meet the 

financial requirements inherent in Family First implementation. Each jurisdiction 

striving to realize the promise of Family First faces a unique set of challenges due to the 



particulars of their system, from improving the quality of residential facilities to 

increasing the evidence base for their existing programs and expanding their array of 

prevention services. A one-time infusion of capital, like the one in the Family First 

Transition Act, will allow states, tribes and territories the opportunity to effectively and 

expediently meet their specific needs without making sacrifices in other important areas.  

 

 Offer a short-term funding guarantee for states and tribes facing cutbacks due to 

the expiration of Title IV-E waivers. While the expiration of those waivers is not part 

of Family First, support for waiver jurisdictions’ successful transition to Family First will 

promote continued quality service delivery and positive outcomes for vulnerable families. 

A short-term funding guarantee for these jurisdictions, as outlined in the Family First 

Transition Act, will allow them to move forward with Family First without losing the 

important progress they have made through the Title IV-E waivers.  

 

 Delay the 50 percent well-supported requirement in Family First to give states the 

opportunity to build a more robust array of prevention services and give the 

Children’s Bureau a chance to build up the Title IV-E Prevention Services 

Clearinghouse. The staggered delay of the 50 percent well-supported requirement put 

forward in the Family First Transition Act will allow states to build up their services 

array, while also giving the Clearinghouse time to expand its portfolio of approved 

programs and services. This will allow states the opportunity engage in important 

planning and resource alignment to work towards a vision of prevention that meets the 

unique needs of their families and communities.  

At this critical juncture in Family First implementation, we appreciate your commitment to 

ensuring states, tribes and territories are able to fulfill the promise of Family First. We urge 

Congress to swiftly pass the Family First Transition Act so more children can have the 

opportunity to grow up in strong, stable and loving families.  

 

Sincerely,  


