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WELCOME TO THE NATIONAL OBSERVANCE OF CHILDREN’S SABBATHS® CELEBRATION

Thank you for your interest in the 
National Observance of Children’s 

Sabbaths® Celebration. Whether you are 
ready to start planning right away or are 
just beginning to learn about the National 
Observance of Children’s Sabbaths, this 
section is a great place to start. In this 
section you will find:

l   A letter from Marian Wright Edelman, 
President of the Children’s Defense Fund.

l   Welcome to the National Observance 
of Children’s Sabbaths, an overview that 
explains what the Children’s Sabbath is and 
answers frequently asked questions.

l   Examples of past Children’s Sabbaths 
celebrations which will give you a glimpse 
of the varied and inspiring ways that 
places of worship bring their concern, 
commitment and creativity to planning 
Children’s Sabbaths.

l   Fact Sheets on Child Poverty, Gun Violence, 
and Family Separations at the Border.

Welcome to the National Observance  
of Children’s Sabbaths® Celebration
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Dear Faithful Friend of Children,

Thank you for your interest in joining in the 27th annual 
National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths, “Realizing Dr. 
King’s Vision for Every Child: Lives of Hope, Not Despair” as we 
connect nationwide, across religious traditions, generations, 
race, ethnicity, income, and geography to lift a united, faithful 
voice and inspire year-round faithful action to end child poverty, 
protect all children from gun violence, and end the heartless 
separation of children from families at the border. 

We celebrate this Children’s Sabbath fifty years after Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. announced the Poor People’s Campaign, an 
idea I was blessed to share with him from Robert Kennedy and 
one that I and many others helped carry on after both their 
assassinations over the past half century and will continue.   
The last years of Dr. King’s life were extraordinarily difficult as he called for an end not only to 
racism but also to poverty and violence. 

In his final Sunday sermon, “Remaining Awake Through a Great Revolution,” Dr. King named 
four great challenges: “First, we are challenged to develop a world perspective…to make 
[the world] one in terms of brotherhood;” “Secondly, we are challenged to eradicate the last 
vestiges of racial injustice from our nation;” Third, “We are challenged to rid our nation and the 
world of poverty;” and Fourth, “we must find an alternative to war and bloodshed.” In this and 
other sermons, Dr. King named the evils of racism, materialism, and militarism, connecting the 
justice imperatives to end racism, poverty, and war and other violence and proclaiming that 
we can’t be concerned about one without addressing the others.

Dr. King concluded his last Sunday sermon: “Let me close by saying that we have difficult days 
ahead in the struggle for justice and peace, but I will not yield to a politic of despair. I’m going 
to maintain hope as we come to Washington in this [Poor People’s] campaign. The cards 
are stacked against us. This time we will really confront a Goliath. God grant that we will be 
that David of truth set out against the Goliath of injustice, the Goliath of neglect, the Goliath 
of refusing to deal with the problems, and go on with the determination to make America 
the truly great America that it is called to be….We shall overcome because the arc of a moral 
universe is long, but it bends toward justice….With this faith we will be able to hew out of the 
mountain of despair the stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling 
discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood [and sisterhood.]” 

 A Letter from Marian Wright Edelman
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Fifty years later, we are in the midst of grimmer, more devastating, more terrible days than 
many of us hoped and thought we would ever see again. What would Dr. King say of our 
nation today in which over 13 million children still live in poverty in our rich nation? What 
would he say of our nation today when families fleeing to us in search of safe haven are 
instead ripped apart heartlessly? What would he say of our nation that protects the right 
to bear arms at the expense of children’s right to bear dreams and of lives safe from gun 
violence?    

Many are driven to despair by assaults on children and family well-being—including rampant 
and resurgent racism; the devastations of poverty while tax changes gift the rich at the 
expense of millions of the poor left behind; the daily, deadly toll of gun violence through 
suicide, homicide, and accidents; and the heartless ripping of children from the arms of 
parents seeking refuge in our country. But this time demands that we persist in hope, not 
despair, and fight with all our nonviolent might until justice is won.      

Freedom and justice are not negotiable to people who truly seek to honor God. No child 
should suffer poverty, gun violence, or be torn from the loving arms of family. God did not 
make two classes of children and values each child as God’s own sacred gift regardless of 
race, ethnicity, religion, gender identity, sexuality, or national origin. All children deserve lives 
of hope, not despair. I share this prayer to the God of All Children and hope together we 
will help our nation and administration discover a sense of moral decency and respect the 
sacredness of every child.  Working together, we have the capacity to overcome injustice. On 
Children’s Sabbath weekend and throughout the year to come, let us summon the inspiration, 
information, and determination to do so, working as long and hard as it takes until we love, 
respect, protect, and welcome all children.    

A Prayer to the God of All Children

O God of the children of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico, of Myanmar, Syria  
Of Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Israel, Iran, Iraq, Libya and Yemen

Of Nigeria, Sudan, South Africa and South Carolina,  
Of Rohingya and Palestinian children and refugee children everywhere without a safe country 
or space to welcome them, 
Help us to love and respect and protect and welcome them all. 

O God of Black and Brown and White and Albino children and those all mixed together 
Of children who are rich and poor and in between 
Of children who speak English and Russian and Hmong, Chinese, Korean, Spanish and Arabic 
and languages and dialects our ears cannot discern,  
Help us to love and respect and protect and welcome them all. 
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O God of the child prodigy and child prostitute, of the child of rapture and the child of rape, 
Of run or thrown away and sexually trafficked children who struggle every day without parent 
or place or friend or future, and of LGBT+ children struggling to be who they are, 
Help us to love and respect and protect and welcome them all. 

O God of children who can walk and talk and hear and see and sing and dance and jump and 
play and of children who wish they could but can’t 
Of children who are loved and unloved, wanted and unwanted, 
Help us to love and respect and protect and welcome them all.

O God of incarcerated, beggar, beaten, abused, orphaned, neglected, homeless, AIDS, drug, 
violence, and hunger-ravaged children and children torn from parents and caged in strange lands, 
Of emotionally and physically and mentally fragile children, and children who rebel and 
ridicule, torment and taunt, 
Help us to love and respect and protect and welcome them all.

O God of children of destiny and of despair, ravaged by the wars and ideologies and political 
agendas of adults, 
Of children fleeing crime and drug cartels and gang violence, and life threatening poverty 
Of disfigured, diseased, and dying children 
Of children without hope and of children with hope to spare and to share, 
Help us to love and respect and protect and welcome them all. 

Thank you again for planning to join the 2018 National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths as 
we seek to love, respect, protect, and welcome all children.  And please share with us how your 
place of worship plans to join in this celebration, emailing your description to Rev. Shannon 
Daley-Harris, CDF’s Senior Religious Advisor, at SDaleyHarris@childrensdefense.org.

 

 In hope, faith, and determination, 

 

 Marian Wright Edelman
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Welcome to the National Observance of  
Children’s Sabbaths® Celebration

Welcome to the National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths manual. Whether this is your 
27th celebration or your first, we are so grateful that you are a part of this multifaith effort. You 
make a difference in the lives of children and in the life of your place of worship—by connecting 
the two, you can improve the lives of children in your place of worship, community, and 
across our nation and bring new inspiration and excitement to your worshipping community. 
We encourage you to use the National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths manual in your 
planning. 

By participating in the multifaith National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths weekend, you are 
part of a powerful, diverse multifaith voice for children spanning our nation and crossing all 
lines of income, race, ethnicity, and political party. What unites us is the belief that God calls 
us to protect children, especially the poorest and most vulnerable, and the conviction that our 
faith calls us to live out God’s justice and compassion.

This inspiring weekend focuses attention on the urgent plight of children in our nation and calls 
us to put our faith into action to meet children’s needs through direct service and work for 
justice. Through the service of worship, educational programs, and activities, you can affirm 
what your place of worship already does with and for children while challenging members 
to take new actions and commit to new efforts to meet the needs of children in your 
community, state, and our nation.

The 2018 National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths title is “Realizing Dr. King’s Vision for 
Every Child: Lives of Hope, Not Despair.” As Marian Wright Edelman wrote, “What would Dr. 
King say of our nation today in which more than 13 million children still live in poverty in our 
rich nation? What would he say of our nation today when families fleeing to us in search 
of safe haven are instead ripped apart heartlessly? What would he say of our nation that 
protects the right to bear arms at the expense of children’s right to bear dreams of lives safe 
from gun violence?    

Many are driven to despair by assaults on children and family well-being—including 
rampant and resurgent racism; the devastations of poverty while tax changes gift the rich 
at the expense of millions left behind; the daily, deadly toll of gun violence through suicide, 
homicide, and accidents; and the heartless ripping of children from the arms of parents 
seeking refuge in our country. But this time demands that we persist in hope, not despair, 
and keep fighting with all our nonviolent might.      

Freedom and justice are not negotiable to people who truly seek to honor God. No child 
should suffer in poverty, from gun violence, or be torn from the loving arms of family. God did 
not make two classes of children and values each child as God’s own sacred gift regardless 
of race, ethnicity, religion, gender identity, sexuality, or national origin. All children deserve 
lives of hope, not despair. … Working together, we do have the capacity to overcome injustice. 
On the Children’s Sabbath weekend, let us summon the inspiration, information, and 
determination to do so, working as long and hard as it takes until we love, respect, protect, 
and welcome all children.”    



6  l  National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths® Celebration

WELCOME TO THE NATIONAL OBSERVANCE OF CHILDREN’S SABBATHS® CELEBRATION

What is the Children’s Sabbath?
The Children’s Sabbath is a weekend that unites places of worship and all faiths across 
the nation in shared concern for children and common commitment to improving 
children’s lives and working for justice on their behalf. In that respect, it is bigger and 
more powerful and more inspiring than the efforts of any one congregation on its own. On 
the Children’s Sabbath, places of worship have a strong sense of participating in a larger 
movement for children. Some places of worship plan services, educational sessions and 
activities for their own place of worship. Others join with one or more places of worship 
in shared services and activities. In some communities all of the faith communities work 
together to sponsor a multifaith service to which the entire community is invited. Often, 
local organizations serving children or working on their behalf join in the planning of these 
community-wide multifaith Children’s Sabbaths.

A Children’s Sabbath weekend typically has four elements:

1) A service of worship or prayers, during which the divine mandate to nurture and 
protect children calls us to respond to the needs of children today;

2) Educational programs, during which people of all ages learn more about the needs of 
children today and the sociopolitical structures that keep children in need, explore the 
sacred texts, teaching, and traditions that lead us to serve and seek justice for children, 
and develop specific, active responses to help children;

3) Activities that immediately engage participants in compassionate service to help 
children and in action to seek justice (such as writing letters to elected officials); and

4) Follow-up actions that use the inspiration, information, and motivation of the 
Children’s Sabbath weekend to lead individual members and places of worship as a 
whole into new, effective efforts to improve the lives of children in the congregation, 
community and nation throughout the year.

The Children’s Sabbath is sponsored by the Children’s Defense Fund, guided by a 
multifaith advisory committee, and endorsed by hundreds of denominations and religious 
organizations. The Children’s Defense Fund Leave No Child Behind® mission is to ensure 
every child a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start and a Moral Start in life 
and successful passage to adulthood with the help of caring families and communities. CDF 
provides a strong, effective and independent voice for all the children of America who cannot 
vote, lobby or speak for themselves. We pay particular attention to the needs of poor children, 
children of color and those with disabilities. CDF educates the nation about the needs of 
children and encourages preventive investments before they get sick, drop out of school, get 
into trouble or suffer family breakdown.

CDF began in 1973 and is a private, nonprofit organization supported by individual donations, 
foundation, corporate and government grants.
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From its inception, CDF has recognized the importance of the faith community’s partnership 
in building a movement to Leave No Child Behind. A nation that lets its children be the 
poorest citizens has at its heart a spiritual and ethical crisis. Thus, the religious community must 
help to transform our nation’s priorities so that we defend those who are youngest, weakest, 
poorest, and most vulnerable. For many years CDF has worked to support denominations and 
religious organizations as they develop and maintain child advocacy campaigns. The National 
Observance of Children’s Sabbaths celebration was launched in 1992 to coalesce these efforts 
into a united moral witness for children that crosses all lines of geography, faith tradition, race, 
and ethnicity.

The Children’s Sabbath observance is guided by a multifaith advisory committee with 
Muslim, Jewish, Roman Catholic, Protestant, Báhá’í, and Sikh members. It is endorsed by 
more than 200 denominations, faith groups, and religious organizations. If you are interested 
in having your organization become an official endorser of the National Observance of 
Children’s Sabbaths movement, please email sdaleyharris@childrensdefense.org

The Children’s Sabbath is a mix of joy and sorrow, celebration and sober commitment. To 
be sure, a Children’s Sabbath exudes the happiness of a wonderful celebration. Children delight 
in their roles of the day, parents hug children a little tighter, more conscious of the gift that 
they are, balloons may adorn buildings, children’s artwork may brighten hallways, and child-
friendly snacks may replace the usual after-service fare. It is a day that children and families 
look forward to, and those without children at their side can also appreciate the extra energy 
and excitement of the event.

At the same time, the Children’s Sabbath is sobering, as the service and activities deepen 
our understanding of the terrible plight facing millions of children in our country and the 
injustice that we have left unchallenged. It is painful to think about children who are hungry 
or homeless, without access to health care, abused or neglected, victims of gun violence, 
without good quality child care, or denied a place in Head Start. The Children’s Sabbath can 
be an eye-opening experience. And done properly, the Children’s Sabbath will do more than 
open eyes to the problems facing children—it also will lift up new ways to help children and 
families and inspire and motivate people to respond and get involved.

The Children’s Sabbath is an annual event. The National Observance of Children’s 
Sabbaths weekend is designated for the third weekend of October each year.

Because it is an annual event, places of worship participating for the first time can just 
“stick a toe in the water” and participate in small, simple ways…although some want to 
jump in completely right from the start. Others build their participation year by year, adding 
more elements to their observance. Because it occurs annually, places of worship have the 
opportunity to evaluate what worked well and what didn’t and improve their plans for the 
following year.

Most importantly, because the Children’s Sabbath takes place each fall, children look forward 
to it from year to year, having a consistent experience of their place of worship as community 
that cares about children and is committed to nurturing and protecting them.
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The Children’s Sabbath is flexible. While there is a suggested theme each year, places of 
worship are encouraged to focus on the most urgent problems confronting children and 
families in their communities. The Children’s Sabbath downloadable resources are chock full 
of materials from which you can pick and choose those best suited to your places of worship. 
Most can be used as is, adapted or simply serve as inspiration for you to create your own 
materials. Materials prepared for one faith tradition may be enriching for another tradition.

And while the suggested date is the third weekend of October, if that date doesn’t work for your 
place of worship’s calendar, pick a different date that does. What is most important is finding a 
time to focus on the needs of children and our responsibility to nurture and protect them.

The Children’s Sabbath is a time to…
Celebrate and strengthen existing efforts for children.

The Children’s Sabbath seeks to affirm and celebrate the important work that places of 
worship are already doing with and for children. The faithful, week-in and week-out efforts of 
places of worship make an enormous difference in children’s lives, and the Children’s Sabbath 
seeks to highlight, applaud, and build even greater support for those important, ongoing 
efforts. Hopefully, by the end of the Children’s Sabbath weekend, existing efforts in your place 
of worship to help children and families will have more visibility, new volunteers, increased 
resources, and fresh energy.

Discover new opportunities to help children.

The Children’s Sabbath provides an opportunity for each place of worship to consider in 
what new ways they might work—as a body or as individuals—to help children not only 
in your midst, but in the community and across the nation. Religious leaders, committees 
and members may discover additional problems confronting children—like poverty, lack of 
health care, or violence—and come up with new ways to respond to them. This might include 
starting a new program sponsored by your place of worship. Or it might mean exploring and 
promoting opportunities for individual members to commit their time, services, or resources. 
Or it might mean forging a new partnership with another place of worship or community 
organization to help children. It could mean establishing a new child advocacy committee to 
guide your work for justice for children.

Pray, study, and reflect.

The Children’s Sabbath is a time to look deeply at what one’s faith tradition says about our 
responsibility to nurture and protect children. This is done through the worship service—in 
prayer, readings, songs, and sermon or other aspects of your place of worship’s devotional life. 
It is also done in educational sessions, whether classes for children and youths or adult forums 
or inter-generational discussions.

Take action.

The Children’s Sabbath is a time for action that springs from that faithful study and reflection. 
It is not only a time to pray, but also a time to put prayer into action. It is not only a time to 
study, but also a time to serve children directly. It is not only a time to sing, but also a time 
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to speak out to elected leaders and others about the need for justice. So on the Children’s 
Sabbath weekend, after worship/prayers or at another time, members and leaders should 
join in hands-on activities to help children as well as engage in working for justice—perhaps 
writing letters or planning a visit to an elected official.

Commit to new, long-term efforts.

The Children’s Sabbath is intended to inspire new long-term efforts to help children and 
families. However wonderful the weekend celebrations may be, what matters most is what 
individuals and places of worship do in the following weeks and months and years to help 
children. Some places of worship will start new service or advocacy efforts (on their own or 
in partnership with other places of worship or community organizations), such as an after-
school tutoring program or housing a Head Start program or an outreach and enrollment 
campaign to help uninsured children get health care. Other places of worship will work to 
encourage individual members to find new ways to volunteer time or resources to help 
children and change the systems that keep children in need.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Children’s Sabbath
Is the Children’s Sabbath the same thing as Children’s Day, Youth Sunday, Tot Shabbat  
or Children’s Service?

The Children’s Sabbath shares some aspects of Children’s Day, Youth Sunday, Tot Shabbat, 
and children’s services, but it is distinct and unique in some vital ways.

Some congregations celebrate June Children’s Day, often to congratulate and celebrate 
youngsters who have completed Sunday school. Like a Children’s Day, the Children’s Sabbath 
celebrates the gift of children and has a sense of hopefulness and joy. But the Children’s 
Sabbath also focuses attention on the urgent problems facing children across our nation and 
provides a call and support to respond to improve children’s lives. And while Children’s Day is 
more typically celebrated only in churches, from the start the National Observance  
of Children’s Sabbaths weekend has been a multifaith movement.

Many congregations have Youth Days when they turn the service over to the young people 
to plan and lead. Like a Youth Day, on the Children’s Sabbath children and youths often 
participate in the planning and leadership of the day. But on the Children’s Sabbath, the adults 
aren’t only the “audience,” because the Children’s Sabbath is an intergenerational event 
drawing on the leadership and involvement of all ages to convey its message that each of 
us, no matter our age, has a role to play in nurturing and protecting children and working for 
justice.

Some places of worship have separate services designed just for children to attend. Like those 
“children’s services,” or a “Tot Shabbat,” worship on the Children’s Sabbath is intended to be 
engaging and meaningful to the children who attend. But the Children’s Sabbath is a service 
for everyone, and it aims to speak to all ages.

I want to get involved in the Children’s Sabbath movement. Where do I start?

Reviewing these Children’s Sabbath resource materials is the first important step in getting 
involved in the Children’s Sabbath, so you are already on your way!
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The next planning steps can be found in the “Planning Your Children’s Sabbath Celebration: 
Ideas for All Faiths” section of this resource. One of the first decisions you and those who join 
you in the planning will need to make is whether to plan a Children’s Sabbath just for your 
place of worship or to join with other faith communities or denominations to plan a multifaith 
or ecumenical Children’s Sabbath in your community. Either option is a valuable way to 
participate. You should determine what is right for your place of worship this year.

These Children’s Sabbath resource materials provide planning suggestions, promotion 
ideas, worship resources, educational resources, activity ideas, and suggestions for building 
on your Children’s Sabbath to help children throughout the year.

What if my place of worship can’t participate on the designated dates?

Choose an alternate date! While it’s great to celebrate on the same weekend as thousands of 
other places of worship, what’s most important is to participate in the movement at a time 
that works for your place of worship.

Which is a better to do, a Children’s Sabbath in my own place of worship or a multifaith, 
community-wide service?

Both are valuable. A service in your own place of worship communicates that this concern is 
an integral part of the life of your congregation and makes it easier to plan follow-up efforts.  
A community-wide service is an exciting experience and expression of the shared concerns 
and common commitment to children of many faith traditions. They can create new 
partnerships for effective community efforts to help children. But they can also take a lot 
more work to plan and generate turn-out!

We just heard about the Children’s Sabbath weekend and don’t have much time left to 
plan. What can we do?

There are a couple of options. You could schedule your celebration for a later date to allow for 
more planning time. Or, you could still plan to participate on the third weekend of October, 
but just start with what is quickest and easiest to do, such as photocopying and distributing 
one of the bulletin inserts, or including one of the prayers or readings provided in the 
Children’s Sabbath resource materials. (You might still have time to invite a guest speaker 
who is engaged in work to improve the lives of children.) Then, you could plan an educational 
program or activities to serve or seek justice for children to take place in the months and year 
that follow.

Should we bother participating in the Children’s Sabbath celebration if my place of 
worship already cares about children?

The Children’s Sabbath is an opportunity to affirm what we already do and at the same time 
deepen our understanding both of God’s call and the current crises facing children so that 
we may more fully, persistently, effectively, and faithfully live out that calling not only on the 
Children’s Sabbath weekend but throughout the year.

There is an extraordinary power in participating in the Children’s Sabbath, knowing that all 
across the country, in places of worship of many different faiths, we are united in our concern 
for children and in our commitment to respond.
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What a joy to see the varied ways that places of worship celebrate the Children’s 
Sabbath! Like our children, each celebration was unique and wonderful in its own way.  
Read on for inspiration and ideas for how you might celebrate this year. 

Please send us an email describing what you are planning for your Children’s Sabbath 
celebration. We would love to hear about your plans in advance, and then would 
welcome copies of your sermon, homily, khutbah, bulletin, newsletter, or any other 
resources from your Children’s Sabbath events afterwards. Please send them to Rev. 
Shannon Daley-Harris at sdaleyharris@childrensdefense.org.

Brown Chapel AME Church in Columbia, South Carolina, celebrated the 2017 Children’s 
Sabbath to focus on ending child poverty.  They wrote, Brown Chapel AME Church will 
hold a special worship service on Sunday, October 29, 2017. It will begin with breakfast at 
8:00-8:45 a.m. The youth will then break out into workshops for elementary, middle and 
high schools girls, middle and high school boys and adults for Church School on topic led 
by lay and community leaders. The youth will be in charge of the morning worship service 
at 10:00 a.m. The theme for 2017 is “Moving Forward with Hope: Love and Justice for 
Every Child.” This year the Children’s Sabbath is focusing on ending child poverty. Various 
vendors will be present from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the afternoon to include food, fun and 
educational activities. Members from the Fire Department and Richland County Police 
Department [will be present] and bags donated from various vendors will be distributed. 
Socks will be given out to those children in need.‘Seeding and building a transformative 
social justice movement requires a deep and strong spiritual base and reaching out 
and listening to and engaging a wide variety of constituencies who share their deepest 
hopes, fears, and concerns over time. Movements do not happen overnight,’ said Marian 
Wright Edelman, President of the Children’s Defense Fund. “Working in partnership with 
people of faith and people of moral courage in communities across our nation, we will 
keep planting and nurturing seeds to organize a movement to end immoral, indefensible, 
and costly child poverty in America as the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s Poor People’s 
Campaign approaches in 2018. The Poor People’s Campaign gave birth to CDF’s parent 
organization, the Washington Research Project, in 1968. I know Dr. King would be calling 
for a campaign to end child poverty in rich America today when wealth and income gaps 
between rich and poor are at historic levels. That children are the poorest age group in 
America is morally indefensible and economically costly and a great threat to our future 
economic and national security. The 2017 Multi-faith National Observance of Children’s 
Sabbaths celebration is a vital part of building the transformative movement we need. 
Together, we can and must move forward with hope to ensure love and justice for every 
child.’ The members of Brown Chapel believe that the multi-faith weekend seeks to inspire 
congregations and religious organizations to work on behalf of children through prayer, 
service, and advocacy throughout the year.”

Examples of Children’s Sabbath Celebrations
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St. Luke United Methodist Church in Dubuque, Iowa, invited the principal of Prescott 
Elementary School to deliver the message for their Children’s Sabbath last year, 
reinforcing the congregation’s on-going partnership with the elementary school.  They 
also incorporated prayers by CDF founder and president Marian Wright Edelman into their 
worship service. 

Last year, Hillcrest Congregational Church UCC in Pleasant Hill, California, celebrated 
the Children’s Sabbath in worship, with a homily titled “Moving Forward with Hope: Love 
and Justice for Every Child,” and children participating in the leadership, including reading 
scripture, greeting, and ushering.

The Episcopal Church of Our Saviour in Placerville, California, celebrated the 2017 
Children’s Sabbath with worship services on the theme, “Moving Forward with Hope: Love 
and Justice for Every Child,” and speakers that included Reverend Christopher Chase, 
founder of Braid Mission; Stephanie Carlson, Teen Court coordinator; and Juline Aguilar, 
Foster Care & Resource Families.

First Baptist Church Greenville shared reflections from the children who participated in 
the leadership of their 2017 Children’s Sabbath, including “It felt fun and cool to lead in 
worship. I felt like a leader,” “It felt powerful to read and lead the church and worship. And 
it was nice that people could know who I am since my 
name was in the bulletin- they could put my name and my face together,” and “It’s 
important for children to lead worship because God loves the children as much as anyone 
else and children get a voice from doing this.”

Lenexa United Methodist Church in Lenexa, Kansas, collected a special offering for the 
“Safe Gatherings protection policy,” an abuse prevention program for adults working with 
children and youth, to help cover the cost of background checks for the Sunday School 
teachers.  Their 2017 Children’s Sabbath also included a guest speaker from the Sunflower 
School for which the congregation gathers back-to-school supplies and provides other 
needed support.

Peace of Christ Catholic Parish, in Rochester NY, wrote on the Children’s Sabbath last 
year: “Dear Parishioners, Today is World Mission Sunday. Our prayers in the intercessions 
and our gifts in the 2nd collection help the work of bringing the Gospel to the 4 corners of 
our globe. Thank you for your care for this special work of the Church on the part of Christ 
who left it behind for us all! It is also Children’s Sabbath. Each year on this day, we have a 
ministry minute to apprise us of what current need calls out for our attention in applying 
the Gospel to our daily life. Shoring up local Child Protective Services has been in the local 
news lately with the tragic story of little Brook Stagles’ death. We’ll hear more about what 
we can do from members of our Peace & Justice/Social Ministry committees… [at the] 4:30, 
8:00, 11:00 and 5:00 Masses, …9:00 Mass, and …9:45 Mass. Thanks for your attention to this 
critical need and to the signing of the items requested.”

The Congregational Church of Vergennes, Vermont, wrote to the congregation about 
their 2017 Children’s Sabbath Service: “This Sunday we will celebrate children by having 
an intergenerational service together.  All ages and stages are invited to stay in worship 
through our Sunday morning time.  Our focus will be on the 23rd Psalm and there will be 
opportunities to reflect upon that very popular passage and to creatively explore those 
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reflections.  Four ‘stations’ better known as tables will be set up in the sanctuary.  There 
will be space for creative writing, space for clay formation, space for making your own 
prayer beads and a space for drawing/painting.  The 23rd Psalm is a reassuring passage 
of God’s care and protection through all times of living.  As we reflect on the passage – a 
couple of questions might be helpful.  Where do you find care and protection?  Where do 
you offer care and protection to others?’  

First Presbyterian Church of Dallas celebrated Children’s Sabbath with a “Minute for 
Mission” highlighting Presbyterian Children’s Home, distributing the devotional guide 
in advance, and a display of how the congregation supports children and youths in the 
congregation and community with information for how members could get involved.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Atlanta featured the leadership of children and youths in 
their Children’s Sabbath. A young person preached the sermon, and the many musical 
gifts of children and youths were featured throughout. St. Paul’s includes a service project 
following the Children’s Sabbath every year. 

First United Methodist Church of McKinney, TX, focused on domestic violence in their 
Children’s Sabbath, and shared information about community resources to turn to for 
child abuse, trafficking, and other concerns. 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Atlanta helped spread the word about 
the Children’s Sabbath event planned by Big Bethel AME in Atlanta which included an 
Informational Forum focusing on issues facing families in an election year.

Congregation Rodeph Shalom hosted Philadelphia’s multifaith Children’s Sabbath 
celebration in 2016. The multifaith, community-wide service, Philadelphia’s 23rd 
Children’s Sabbath, featured a keynote address from Kevin Johnson, President and CEO 
of Opportunities Industrialization Center, and music by the Keystone and New Jersey 
Boychoirs, Pennsylvania and Garden State Girlchoirs, and the Youth and Children’s Choir of 
the Church of Jesus Christ and Latter-Day Saints. 

Grace University Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, MN, highlighted the Children’s 
Sabbath theme at the top of the bulletin. Children sang and provided other forms of 
leadership throughout the service. During the time of prayer, the bulletin noted, “We 
sing the names of all the children at Grace ages 18 and younger – and pray for children 
throughout the world.” The sung response was “peace be yours” with the refrain, “For 
all children near and far, we pray to you, O God. Bless the children ev’rywhere, they are 
precious in your sight.” During the week after the Children’s Sabbath, the Lutheran 
Campus Ministry hosted a forum, “Faith, Politics, and Finding Common Ground” featuring 
two state senators—one a Democrat, one a Republican, both Lutheran—sharing how 
“faith informs their vocation as an elected official” followed by a conversation about “what 
shared values inform their work together.”

The Congregational Church of Belmont in Belmont, California, held a Children’s 
Sabbath service in which the children lit altar candles, served as greeters, sang and led 
throughout the service. Instead of a traditional “time with children” in which the pastor 
interactively addresses young ones, they had a “time with adults” in which a young person 
engaged the adults. Then, the traditional sermon was given by another youth.   
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Highland Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky, incorporated special music, readings, 
and a sermon focused on the Children’s Sabbath theme. In their bulletin, they included 
statistics about the county’s children from Kids Count, writing: “As we ponder today the 
reality of children living in poverty, statistics for our own county and the realities that 
children face right here at home are below. Pray for these situations as together we seek 
wisdom about how we might be part of addressing these concerns.”  

Union Church in Berea, Kentucky, printed an excerpt from Marian Wright Edelman’s 
letter in the Children’s Sabbath materials in its bulletin for “Meditation” before worship. 
At the end of the bulletin, they included information about the Children’s Sabbath, CDF, 
and core facts about child poverty. Union Church then used its website to follow up on the 
Children’s Sabbath with suggestions for prayer and action.

Newport Lutheran Church in Newport, MN, celebrated its Children’s Sabbath in November, 
and designated the Children’s Defense Fund as the recipient of its mission giving that month. 

The Communities of Christ based in Independence, MO, developed worship suggestions and 
sermon helps for their congregations, posted on the denomination’s website. 

Broadway Baptist Church in Louisville, KY, celebrated the Children’s Sabbath again.  
The tradition has become so meaningful to the congregation’s children that when a child’s 
family moved out of state, he still wanted to be included and so provided the artwork for 
the front of the worship bulletin.  The pastoral prayer in the Children’s Sabbath service was 
a “bubble prayer,” described by the Associate Pastor for Youth and Families: “Each reader 
named a blessing and then blew bubbles as a symbol of sending their blessings towards 
God. We had children and parents doing the prayer together.”  

First United Methodist Church of Park Ridge, IL, celebrated the Children’s Sabbath with 
leaders from the child advocacy organization ChildServ preaching during the service and 
speaking at an after-church forum. 

Temple Emanuel in Greensboro, NC, marked the Children’s Shabbat with a guest 
speaker, Sharon L. Contreras, Guilford County Schools’ new superintendent.


