November 12, 2021

The Honorable Charles Schumer
Majority Leader

United States Senate

322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Leader Schumer and esteemed members of the New York Congressional Delegation,

As faith-based and child advocacy organizations from across New York, we write to you today to
thank you for your strong leadership in bringing about the American Rescue Plan’s transformational
expanded Child Tax Credit (CTC) — and to implore you to continue to center the needs of New York’s
marginalized children and families by making the expanded CTC permanent, fully inclusive of all
immigrant children and fully refundable in the final Build Back Better Act. Additionally, we ask that you
support a final version of the Build Back Better Act that includes paid family and medical leave.

As you know all too well, even prior to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, children —
particularly children of color and very young children — were the poorest Americans.  In our State,
nearly 800,000 children — one in every five of the youngest New Yorkers — live in poverty, representing a
higher child poverty rate than that of 34 other states. 2 Unsurprisingly, racial disparities are pervasive in
New York’s child poverty burden, with Black and Hispanic children more than twice as likely as white
children to live in poverty in our State.

For so many New York families who live in or near poverty, the expanded CTC has been a
lifeline. The third monthly payment of the expanded CTC reached 60 million children nationwide in
September 2021 and kept 3.4 million children out of poverty while continuing to reduce food
insufficiency among low-income families. > Here in New York, families are using their CTC payments to
purchase food, manage bills and pay for clothing and other essentials for children. * Now that families
have become accustomed to the stability of this monthly income, it would be unconscionable to take it
away from them. If made permanent, the expanded child tax credit is estimated to reduce New York’s
child poverty rate by over 36 percent, cut child poverty nearly in half nationally and reduce racial
disparities in child poverty. > Failing to make the expanded CTC permanent threatens to reverse these
early gains in reducing child poverty and narrowing racial and economic inequities.

While the one-year extension of the expanded Child Tax Credit and permanent full refundability
included in President Biden’s Build Back Better framework represents a critical step towards boosting
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family economic stability, we as a society must do more for our children. Now more than ever, New York
families need predictable and consistent cash support to enable parents and caregivers to care for their
children today and plan for the uncertainty of tomorrow. In order for every child to have an equal
opportunity for a bright future, we need bold public investments in children and families. We must
thereby hold the line on a permanently expanded and fully refundable Child Tax Credit that is inclusive of
all families, regardless of their race, zip code, or immigration status.

New York is home to the Statue of Liberty upon which the following words are inscribed:
“Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command

Cries she with silent lips: ‘Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
| lift my lamp beside the golden door!""

Child poverty is a moral failure. America is a nation of immigrants. New York is a state of
immigrants. The immigrant children of our nation and state are worthy and deserving of access to
poverty-fighting supports — including the up to 72,000 New York children without Social Security
Numbers who are currently ineligible for the expanded CTC. ® We simply cannot afford to play political
football with our children’s futures, or to leave the fate of the CTC in the hands of an uncertain
tomorrow. Asthe Reverend Dr. Starsky Wilson, President and CEO of the Children’s Defense Fund,
recently articulated: “We cannot compromise when it comes to the well-being of children and youth.
Young people are not a special interest, and they’re not a negotiation tactic...Until every child has what
they need to thrive, even ‘better’ is not yet good enough. Our failure to provide universal paid family
leave continues to be a glaring stain on this country’s promise to care for her people.” ’

Our asks are simple: Now that you have lifted New York families up, please do not let them
down. Our children need — and deserve — a permanently expanded, fully inclusive and fully refundable
child tax credit. New York cannot truly “Build Back Better” without centering and prioritizing the needs
of its most marginalized young people. Please hold the line for our children. Secondly, in June 2021,
President Biden tweeted: “The United States is the only industrialized country in the world with no
national paid family leave policy. It’s a disgrace.” As our essential workers maintain formidable
resilience in the face of an ongoing global health pandemic, we must act with great urgency in
prioritizing their mental relief and financial support by building back better inclusive of a national paid
family and medical leave policy.

Sincerely,
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7 Children’s Defense Fund, “Press Release: Children’s Defense Fund Responds to President Biden’s Build Back Better
Framework,” October 29, 2021, https://www.childrensdefense.org/2021/childrens-defense-fund-responds-to-build-back-
better-framework/.
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