DEAT LORD

o ﬁ.o?,\votl\ﬁ
Children’s Defense Fund U:}:J; ?i{s ®
Health Coverage for All Children: Mississippi < °

February 2011 Children’s Defense Fund

All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple.

Health Coverage for Mississippi’s Children:

= 104,000 children are uninsured (12.8% of g*ll children).”
= 389,969 children are enrolled in Medicaid.
= 95,556 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

How affordable is health coverage for Mississippi’s children? '

= CHIP eligibility is up to 200 percent of poverty ($44,700 for a family of four).
= Medicaid eligibility is 185 percent of poverty ($41,348) for children 0-1, 133 percent of poverty
($29,726) for children 1-5, and 100 percent of poverty ($22,350) for children 6-19.

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for Mississippi’s children?

= Simplification procedures:
= 12-month continuous eligibility
= No waiting period
= No asset test
= Joint application

= Barriers that remain:
= Face to face interview required for enrollment and renewal
= No presumptive eligibility—which forces children to wait until their application is
processed before they can see a doctor
= No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of
income before a child can get health coverage
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