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Full-day kindergarten (Full-Day K) is a necessary component of a comprehensive early learning continuum and boosts
children’s cognitive learning, creative problem-solving and social competence. However Full-Day K is not a part of
the K-12 publicly funded school system in most states. Nationally, only 10 states and the District of Columbia require
school districts to provide publicly funded Full-Day K through statute. Thirty-four other states require school districts
to provide at least half-day kindergarten and six have no requirement.
Are Utah school districts required by statute to fund Full-Day K for all eligible students?
Yes X i ii No
During fiscal year 2011, there were 45,040 children enrolled in kindergarteniii, with an average of 22 students per
classroom. iv
Statutory Provisions
• Districts are required to offer kindergarten to all eligible children. v
• The compulsory age of education is 6 years old. vi vii
• Children must be 5 by September 2nd of the current year to enroll in school. viii
• Kindergarten is defined as a minimum of two hours of instruction. First grade is defined as no less than four
hours. ix
• LEAs may submit an application for funding for an Early Intervention Program to the Utah State Board of
Education. Early Intervention Programs are implemented through extended time kindergartens.x
• There is no data currently available regarding teacher to student ratio requirements.
Funding
• Kindergarten is given a weight of 0.55 in the funding formula for the state of Utah. xi
• Districts can opt to apply for extended-day kindergarten, in which case the state uses a separate formula to
allocate additional funding. xii
Standards
• The Common Core State Standards were adopted in August 2010.xiii
• Kindergarten standards are aligned with elementary and secondary expectations. xiv
Assessment
• Districts must choose a kindergarten readiness assessment tool to assess every kindergarten student at the
beginning of the year. xv
• Post assessments must be completed prior to the completion of the school year. xvi
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