Children’s Defense Fund
Full-Day Kindergarten in Virginia
January 2012
Full-day kindergarten (Full-Day K) is a necessary component of a comprehensive early learning continuum and boosts
children’s cognitive learning, creative problem-solving and social competence. However, Full-Day K is not part of the
K-12 publicly funded school system in most states. Nationally, only 10 states and the District of Columbia require
school districts to provide publicly funded Full-Day K through statute. Thirty-four states require school districts to
provide at least half-day kindergarten and six have no requirement.
Are Virginia school districts required by statute to fund Full-Day K for all eligible students? ___Yes _X i_No
In the 2010-2011 school year, there were 1,186 elementary schools ii serving 92,899 kindergartners. iii
Statutory Provisions
• All children are required to attend kindergarten. iv
• Children must be 5 years of age by September 30th of the school year to attend kindergarten. v
• Parents must enroll their child in a school once they reach the age of 5. vi
• Instructional time for kindergarten cannot be less than 540 hours per school year. For grades 1-12,
however, instructional time cannot be lower than 990 hours per school year. vii
• No district is allowed to charge tuition or fees for any public school program. viii
Funding
• Full-Day K is funded at the same level as grades 1-12. ix
Standards
• Kindergarten standards are aligned with elementary and secondary expectations. x
Assessment
• The Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening for Kindergarten (PALS-K) assessment is used for all students
in kindergarten. The test is administered in the fall and measures a student’s readiness in comparison with
grade standards. xi
• If the student is not on par with the kindergarten-level expectations, he/she is given additional instruction
through Virginia's Early Intervention Reading Initiative (EIRI). xii
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