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Full-day kindergarten (Full-Day K) is a necessary component of a comprehensive early learning continuum and boosts
children’s cognitive learning, creative problem-solving and social competence. However, Full-Day K is not part of the
K-12 publicly funded school system in most states. Nationally, only 10 states and the District of Columbia require
school districts to provide publicly funded Full-Day K through statute. Thirty-four states require school districts to
provide at least half-day kindergarten and six have no requirement.
Are Mississippi school districts required by statute to fund Full-Day K for all eligible students? _X i_ Yes ___No
Statutory Provisions
• Kindergarten attendance is permitted but not required. ii
• Children must be 5 years old on or before September 1st of the school year to be enrolled in kindergarten. iii
• The length of the school day shall be the same as that of the other grades of the elementary school. iv
• Teacher to student ratios should not exceed 1-to-22 in kindergarten, except in instances in which a fulltime assistant teacher is in the classroom. If a full-time assistant teacher is in the classroom, 27 students
may be enrolled. v
Funding
• Kindergarten is included in the minimum education program in Section 8 of the Mississippi Code, which funds
grades K-12 at the same level. vi
Standards
• The Common Core State Standards were adopted in August 2010.vii
• Mississippi has kindergarten learning expectations that are aligned with elementary and secondary
standards. viii
Assessment
• Assessment of kindergarten skills should be documented through a variety of techniques and procedures to
include: checklists, performance scales, portfolios of children's work, anecdotal records, observational
reports, video and audio tape recordings, experience charts, photographs, and informal tests. ix
• Continuous evaluation through these varied techniques, procedures, and tools will be used to determine
individual needs. x
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