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Full-day kindergarten (Full-Day K) is a necessary component of a comprehensive early learning continuum and boosts
children’s cognitive learning, creative problem-solving and social competence. However, Full-Day K is not part of the
K-12 publicly funded school system in most states. Nationally, only 10 states and the District of Columbia require
school districts to provide publicly funded Full-Day K through statute. Thirty-four states require school districts to
provide at least half-day kindergarten and six have no requirement.
Are Idaho school districts required by statute to fund Full-Day K for all eligible students? ___ Yes _ X i_ No
During the 2010-2011 school year, 21,998 students were enrolled in kindergarten across 132 districts. ii
Statutory Provisions
• Districts are not required to offer kindergarten programs. iii
• Children are not required to attend kindergarten. iv
• A child must reach age 5 by September 1st to enroll in kindergarten. v
• The compulsory age of education is 7 years old. vi
• The minimum number of instructional hours for kindergarten is 450 per school year. In 1st grade, the
minimum is 810 hours per school year. vii
• There are no statutory provisions regarding class size. However, the state does recommend that a goal of 20
students be set for kindergarten classrooms. viii
Funding
• Currently, kindergarten is funded between 0.5 and 1.0 Full-time Equivalent (FTE), depending on the average
daily enrollment of the district. ix
Standards
• The Common Core State Standards were adopted in January 2011. x
• Kindergarten standards are aligned with elementary and secondary expectations. xi
• All curricular materials used in public K-3rd grade classroom must also be aligned with the Idaho
Comprehensive Literacy Plan. xii
Assessment
• All students in kindergarten will have their reading skills assessed. This assessment includes reading readiness
and phonological awareness. xiii
• The assessment results are to be reviewed by school personnel in order to maintain a curriculum that
sustains or improves the reading skills of the students. The results are also used in order to provide
interventions where needed. xiv School districts receive funding from the state to support interventions.
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