Talking points to discuss the Black Community Crusade for Children: 
# 1 – The BCCC is sounding the alarm to wake up the Black community and the nation to the ominous clouds circling black children whose life’s chances are less positive than their parents’ and their White peers’. A toxic cocktail of poverty, illiteracy, racial disparities, violence and massive incarceration is sentencing millions of children of color to dead end, powerless and hopeless lives and threatens to undermine the past half century of racial and social progress. The BCCC is confronting this crisis.
#2 – A child who can’t read or compute today has no future in our rapidly globalizing world. Yet 84 percent or more of Black children cannot read or do math at grade level in the fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades. Thirty-five percent of Black students attend high schools labeled “dropout factories”; and 40 percent of Black children drop out of school before graduation. BCCC is committed to stopping the growing racial and class segregation in America. Today, The Washington Post reported on the shocking decision by the Wake County, N.C., School District to reject diversity by concentrating poor children, who are usually minorities, in a few schools. BCCC believes that diversity and quality education go hand in hand. BCCC rejects the re-segregation of our children and is committed to improving the odds for all children.
#3 – The new research being released tomorrow shows the criminal justice system’s unequal treatment of Black Americans is perceived to be a devastating problem. Most Black adults believe the criminal justice system is doing more to hurt than to help Black children. Half of the young people surveyed say that ending up in jail or prison is a very serious problem for the Black young people they know. The Cradle to Prison Pipeline® crisis is sentencing too many poor and minority children to a trajectory of marginalized lives, imprisonment, and often premature death. Incarceration has become America’s new apartheid. When one in three Black boys born in 2001 will be incarcerated sometime in their lifetime, it’s time to sound a loud alarm about this threat and act to stop the growing criminalization of children at younger and younger ages. How can six-, seven-, and eight-year-old children be arrested and handcuffed on school grounds for nonviolent offenses without a huge community outcry? We are committed to dismantling the pipeline to prison and replacing it with an expressway to college and work.

#4 -- In 1968, when Dr. King died, there were 11 million poor children in America. Today there are over 15.5 million children living in poverty, of these children, almost half—6.9 million—live in extreme poverty. This crisis is especially acute for Black children, 40 percent are born poor. 
#5 -- We are proud of successes from the first phase of the BCCC, launched in 1990. The Children’s Defense Fund’s Freedom Schools® have served over 80,000 children and trained 9,000 college-aged mentors. In New York, the Harlem’s Children Zone has pioneered a new way to end the cycle of generational poverty for thousands of children and families in a 100-block radius. Economic empowerment of rural Black women in the South has reached many thousands of the poorest children. The crusade contributed to public policy successes including the extension of health care to 95 percent of all children. And the placed-based work of PolicyLink is benefiting low-income communities by leveraging local, state, and federal policy. These are just a few powerful examples that prove there are solutions for saving our children’s futures. And we are committed to finding a solution for every child.
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