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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple.

Health Coverage for Wisconsin’s Children:

= 77,000 children are uninsured (5.5% of all children). *

= 423,949 children are enrolled in Medicaid. ~

= 52,940 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

How affordable is health coverage for Wisconsin’s children? '

= Children’s eligibility is up to 250 percent of poverty ($55,125 for a family of four) through
Wisconsin’s Medicaid expansion program (includes CHIP).

= Wisconsin has a state-funded expansion program for children up to 300 percent of poverty
($66,150 for a family of four).

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for Wisconsin’s children?
= Simplification procedures:
= No face-to-face interview
= No asset test
= Presumptive eligibility for newborns under 250 percent of poverty, age 1-5 under 185
percent of poverty, and age 6-18 under 150 percent of poverty

= Barriers that remain:
= No 12-month continuous eligibility
= 3 month waiting period for children above 150 percent of poverty.
= No automatic enrollment and renewal—which results in children being dropped from
coverage
= No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of
income before a child can get health coverage

Do children in Wisconsin’s CHIP program receive the same comprehensive benefits as

children in Medicaid?

= Yes. Wisconsin is one of 13 states (plus the District of Columbia) that has used CHIP funding
to cover all children eligible for CHIP and Medicaid under one program. As a result, children in
CHIP in these states receive the same comprehensive health and mental health coverage
(through the Early and Periodic Screening Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT) benefit) that all
children in Medicaid receive.

Despite difficult economic times, Wisconsin was one of 23 states that took steps to improve
health coverage for children in the last year. In 2009, Wisconsin expanded presumptive
eligibility to newborns with family income at or below 250 percent FPL, children ages one to five
with family income at or below 185 percent of poverty, and to children ages six to 18 with family
income at or below 150 percent of poverty. Wisconsin also extended 12-month continuous

eligibility to infants eligible for Medicaid born to non-citizen women. : :
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Call your Member of Congress and tell them: Health reform needs to make sure that ALL children in Wisconsin and
America have health coverage that is affordable, comprehensive, and simple. A pound sign (#) designates Members
who serve on one or more of the committees that developed the health reform bills being considered in the House and

Senate.

Senator Russ Feingold (WI)
Washington DC: (202) 224-5323
Green Bay Office: (920) 465-7508
Middleton Office: (608) 828-1200
Milwaukee Office: (414) 276-7282
Wausau Office: (715) 848-5660

Representative Tammy Baldwin (D) *
Washington DC: (202) 225-2906
Madison Office: (608) 258-9800

Beloit Office: (608) 362-2800

Representative Gwendolynne Moore (D)
Washington DC: (202) 225-4572
Milwaukee Office: (202) 225-4572

Representative Thomas Petri (R)”
Washington DC: (202) 225-2476
Fond du Lac Office: (920) 922-1180
Oshkosh Office: (920) 213-6333

Representative James Sensenbrenner (R)
Washington DC: (202) 225-5101
Brookfield Office: (262) 784-1111

Senator Herb Kohl (D)
Washington DC: (202) 224-5863
Eau Claire Office: (715) 832-8424
La Crosse Office: (608) 796-0045
Madison Office: (608) 264-5338
Milwaukee Office: (414) 297-4451

Representative Steven Kagen (D)
Washington DC: (202) 225-5665
Green Bay Office: (920) 437-1954

Representative Ron Kind (D)*
Washington DC: (202) 225-4572
Eau Claire Office: (715) 831-9214
La Crosse Office: (608) 782-2558

Representative Dave Obey (D)
Washington DC: (202) 225-3365
Superior Office: (715) 398-4426
Wausau Office: (715) 842-5606

Representative Paul Ryan (R)”
Washington DC: (202) 225-3031
Janesville Office: (608) 752-4050
Kenosha Office: (262) 654-1901

Racine Office: (262) 637-0510
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