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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple. 
 

Health Coverage for Texas’ Children: 

 1,469,000 children are uninsured (20.8% of all children). *  
 2.2 million children are enrolled in Medicaid. ** 
 491,069 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). *** 
 65,840 infants and pregnant women enrolled in CHIP Perinatal† 
 
How affordable is health coverage for Texas’ children? ‡ 
 
 CHIP eligibility is 200 percent of poverty ($44,100 for a family of four).  
 Medicaid eligibility is 185 percent of poverty for children 0-1; 133 percent of poverty for children 

1-5; 100 percent of poverty for children 6-19. 
 

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for Texas’ children? 
 
 Simplification procedures:  

 12-month continuous enrollment for children in CHIP 
 No face-to-face interview 
 Joint application 

 
 Barriers that remain: 

 $2,000 asset test for children in Medicaid, $10,000 asset test for children in families 
above 150 percent of poverty in CHIP 

 Children in Medicaid must renew their coverage every 6 months 
 Children applying for CHIP are subject to a 90 day waiting period before being able to 

receive coverage, unless they have already been uninsured for 90 days or qualify for 
one of several exceptions (e.g. leaving Medicaid, parent lost job, etc.) 

 No 12-month continuous eligibility for children in Medicaid—children in Medicaid must re-
enroll every 6 months 

 No presumptive eligibility—which forces children to wait until their application is 
processed before they can see a doctor. 

 No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of 
income before a child can get health coverage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Call your Member of Congress and tell them: Health reform needs to make sure that ALL children in Texas and 
America have health coverage that is affordable, comprehensive, and simple. A pound sign (#) designates Members 
who serve on one or more of the committees that developed the health reform bills being considered in the House and 
Senate.   
 
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R) Senator John Cornyn (R) # 
Washington DC: (202) 224-5922  Washington DC: (202) 224-2934 
Austin Office: (512) 916-5834  Houston Office: (713) 572-3337 
Dallas Office: (214) 361-3500  Harlingen Office: (956) 423-0162 
Houston Office: (713) 653-3456  Lubbock Office: (806) 472-7533 
San Antonio Office: (210) 340-2885 San Antonio Office: (210) 224-7485 
Abilene Office: (325) 676-2839  Austin Office: (512) 469-6034 
Harlingen Office: (956) 425-2253 Tyler Office: (903) 593-0902 
     Dallas Office: (972) 239-1310 
 
Rep. Joe Barton (R) #   Rep. Kevin Brady (R) #   Rep. Ruben Hinojosa (D) #  
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-2002 Washington, D.C. (202) 225-4901 Washington, D.C. (202) 225-2531 
Arlington (817) 543-1000  Conroe (936) 441-5700   Edinburg (956) 682-5545 
Ennis (972) 875-8488   Huntsville (936) 439-9532  Beeville (361) 358-8400 
Crockett (936) 544-8488  Orange District (409) 883-4197 
          Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R) 
Rep. Michael Burgess (R) #  Rep. John Carter (R)   Washington, D.C. (202) 225-3484 
Washington, D.C. ( 202) 225-7772          Washington, D.C. (202) 225-3864 Athens (903)675-8288 
Lewisville (972) 434-9700  Round Rock (512) 246-1600  Dallas (214) 349-9996 
Ft. Worth (817) 531-8454  Bell County (254) 933-1392     
 
          Rep. Shelia Lee Jackson (D) 
Rep. Mike Conaway (R)  Rep. Henry Cuellar (D)   Washington, D.C. (202) 225-3816 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-3605 Washington, D.C. (202) 225-1640 Houston (713) 655-0050 
Brownwood (325) 247-2676  Laredo (956) 725-0639   Heights (713) 861-4070 
Llano (325) 247-2676   McAllen (956) 631-4826   Acres Home (713) 691-4882 
Midland (432) 687-2390   Midland (432) 687-2390   Fifth Ward (713) 227-7740 
Odessa (325) 247-2826   San Antonio (210) 271-2851 
San Angelo (325) 659-4010  Seguin (830) 401-0457   Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D) 
          Washington, D.C. (202) 225-8885 
 Rep. John Culberson (R)   Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D) #  Dallas (214) 922-8885 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-2571 Washington D.C. (202) 225-4865 
Houston (713) 682-8828  Austin (512)916-5921   Rep. Sam Johnson (R) # 
          Washington, D.C. (202)225-4201 
Rep. Chet Edwards (D)   Rep. Louie Gohmert (R)  Richardson (972)470-0892 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-6105 Washington, D.C. (202) 225.3035 
Cleburne (817) 645-4743   Lufkin (936)632.3180   Rep. Kenny Marchant (R)  
College Station (979) 691-8797  Marshall (903) 938.8386  Washington, DC (202)-225-6605 
Waco (254) 752-9600   Nacogdoches (936) 715.9514  Irving (972) 556-0162 
      Tyler (903) 561.6349 
Rep. Charlie Gonzalez (D) #        Rep. Michael McCaul (R) 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-3236 Rep. Kay Granger (R)   Washington, D.C. (202) 225-2401 
San Antonio (210)472-6195  Washington, D.C. (202)-225-5071 Austin (512) 473-2357 
     Fort Worth (817) 338-0909  Brenham (979)830-8497 
Rep. Al Green (D)          Tomball (281) 255-8372 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-7508 Rep. Gene Green (D) # 
Houston (713) 383-9234  Washington, D.C. (202) 225-1688  Rep. Randy Neugebauer (R) 
     Houston (281) 999-5879  Washington, D.C.(202) 225-4005 
Rep. Ralph Hall (R) #   Heights (713) 330-0761   Abilene: (325) 675-9779 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225- 6673 Baytown (281) 420-0502  Big Spring (432) 264-0722 
Rockwall (972) 771- 9118       Lubbock (806) 763-1611 
Mckinney (214) 726- 9949  Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R) 
New Boston (903) 628- 8309  Washington, D.C. (202)225-3484 Rep. Pete Olson (R) 
Sherman (903) 855- 8138  Athens (903) 675-8288   Washington, D.C. (202) 225-5951 
Sulphur Springs (903) 439- 0874 Dallas (214) 349-9996     Houston, TX   (281) 486-1095 
Texarkana (903) 794- 5577      



          Rep. Ciro Rodriguez (D) 
Rep. Soloman Ortiz (D)  Rep. Ron Paul (R)   Washington, DC (202) 225-4511 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-7742 Washington, DC (202) 225-2831  Del Rio (830) 774-5500 
Costal Bend (361) 883-5868   Lake Jackson (979) 285-0231  Eagle Pass (830) 757-8398  
Rio Grande (956) 541-1242  Galveston (409) 766-7013  Fort Stockton (432) 336-3975 
     Victoria (361) 576-1231   North San Antonio (210) 561-9421 
Rep. Ted Poe (R)        South San Antonio (210) 922-1874 
Washington, D.C. (202) 225-6565  Rep. Lamar Smith (R)   
Kingwood (281) 446-0242   Washington, D.C. (202) 225-4236 Rep. Mac Thornberry (R) 
Beaumont, (409) 212-1997  Austin (512) 306-0439   Washington, DC (202) 225-3706 
     Kerrville (830) 896-0154   Amarillo (806) 371-8844 
Rep. Silvestre Reyes (D)       Wichita Falls (940) 692-1700 
Washington, D.C.(202) 225-4831 Rep. Pete Sessions (R)     
El Paso (915) 534-4400   Washington, D.C. (202) 225-2231   
     Dallas (972) 392-0505    
 
 
 

 
                                                 
* U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey, 2007, 2008, and 2009 Annual Social and Economic Supplement 
(ASEC); and U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "State Single Year of Age and Sex Population Estimates: April 1, 2000 to July 
1, 2008 - RESIDENT," at <http://www.census.gov/popest/states/asrh/files/SC-EST2008-AGESEX-RES.csv> . Calculations by Children's Defense 
Fund. 
**Texas Health and Human Services Commission, Final Count Medicaid Enrollment by month, September 2009, at 
http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/research/MedicaidEnrollment/meByMonthCompletedCount.html, accessed October 14, 2009. 
*** Texas Health and Human Services Commission, Statewide CHIP Enrollment, Renewals, Attempted Renewals, and Disenrollment by Month, 
September 2009, http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/research/CHIP/ChipRenewStatewide.html, accessed October 14, 2009. 
† CHIP perinatal coverage enrollment numbers are in addition to the numbers of children enrolled in traditional CHIP. CHIP perinatal coverage 
enrollment numbers are not included in the other CHIP enrollment reports. 
‡ Georgetown Center for Children and Families; “State Snapshot—Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility Levels and Enrollment and Renewal Procedures.” 
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem-action?file=statistics/snapshot.pdf, accessed October 12, 2009. 
 


