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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple. 
 

Health Coverage for Pennsylvania’s Children: 

 222,000 children are uninsured (7.5% of all children). * 
 1,016,075 children are enrolled in Medicaid. ** 
 256,627 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). *** 
 
How affordable is health coverage for Pennsylvania’s children?† 
 
 CHIP eligibility is up to 300 percent of poverty ($66,150 for a family of four). 
 Medicaid eligibility is 185 percent of poverty ($40,793) for children 0-1, 133 percent of poverty 

($29,327) for children 1-5, and 100 percent ($22,050) for children 6-19. 
 

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for Pennsylvania’s children? 
 
 Simplification procedures:  

 12-month continuous eligibility for CHIP only 
 No face-to-face interview 
 No asset test 
 No waiting period for children under 200 percent of poverty 
 Joint application 

 Barriers that remain: 
 No 12-month continuous eligibility for children in Medicaid 
 6 month renewal period for children in Medicaid 
 6 month waiting period for children between 200-300 percent of poverty (children under 

2 are exempt) 
 No presumptive eligibility—which forces children to wait until their application is 

processed before they can see a doctor 
 No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of 

income before a child can get health coverage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call your Member of Congress and tell them: Health reform needs to make sure that ALL children in Pennsylvania 
and America have health coverage that is affordable, comprehensive, and simple. A pound sign (#) designates 



Members who serve on one or more of the committees that developed the health reform bills being considered in the 
House and Senate.  

 
Senator Bob Casey (D) #   Senator Arlen Specter (D) 
Washington DC: (202) 224-6324  Washington DC: (202) 224-4254 
Central PA Office: (814) 357-0314  Allentown Office: (610) 434-1444 
Erie Office: (814) 874-5080  Erie Office: (814) 453-3010 
Harrisburg: (717) 231-7540  Harrisburg: (717) 782-3951 
Northeastern PA: (570) 941-0930  Philadelphia: (215) 597-7200 
Philadelphia: (215) 405-9660  Pittsburgh Office: (412) 644-3400 
Pittsburgh Office: (412) 803-7370  Scranton Office: (570) 346-2006 
 
Representative Jason Altmire (D) # Representative Robert Brady (D) Representative Chaka Fattah (D) 
Washington DC: (202) 225-2565  Washington DC: (202) 225-4731  Washington DC: (202) 225-4001 
Aliquippa Office: (724) 378-0928  Delaware County: (610) 874-7094 Philadelphia Office #1: (215) 387-6404 
Natrona Heights: (724) 226-1304  South Philadelphia: (215) 389-4627 Philadelphia Office #2: (215) 848-9386 
 
Representative Chris Carney (D) Representative Charles Dent (R) Representative Kathleen Dahlkemper (D) 
Washington DC: (202) 225-3731  Washington DC: (202) 225-6411  Washington DC: (202) 225-5406 
Clarks Summit: (570) 585-9988  Bethlehem Office: (610) 861-9734 Erie Office: (814) 456-2038 
Shamokin Office: (570) 644-1682  East Greenville: (215) 541-4106 
Williamsport Office: (570) 327-1902      Representative John Murtha (D) 
           Washington DC: (202) 225-2065 
           Johnston Office: (814) 535-2642 
 
      Representative Jim Gerlach (R) Representative Allyson Schwartz (D) # 
Representative Mike Doyle (D) #  Washington DC: (202) 225-4315  Washington DC: (202) 225-6111 
Washington DC: (202) 225-2135  Exton/Chester: (610) 594-1415  Montgomery County: (215) 517-6572 
McKeesport Office: (412) 664-4049 Trappe/Montgomery: (610) 409-2780 Philadelphia Office: (215) 335-3355 
Penn Hills Office: (412) 241-6055  Wyomissing/Berks: (610) 376-7630  
           Representative Todd Platts (R) # 
Representative Joseph Pitts (R) # Representative Tim Holden (D) Washington DC: (202) 225-5836 
Washington DC: (202) 225-2411  Washington DC: (202) 225-5546  Carlisle Office: (717) 249-0190 
Lancaster Office: (717) 393-0667  Berks County: (610) 921-3502  Gettysburg Office: (717) 338-1919 
Kennett Square: (610) 444-4581  Dauphin//Perry: (717) 234-5904  York Office: (717) 600-1919 
      Lebanon County: (717) 270-1395   
Representative Paul Kanjorski (D) Schuykill County: (570) 622-4212 Representative Bill Shuster (R)  
Washington DC: (202) 225-6511       Washington DC: (202) 225-2431 
Scranton Office: (570) 496-1011  Representative Tim Murphy (R) # Chambersburg: (717) 264-8308 
Wilkes Barre Office: (570) 825-2200 Washington DC: (202) 225-2301  Hollidaysburg: (814) 696-6318 
      Greensburg Office: (724) 850-7315 Indiana Office: (724) 463-0516 
Representative Patrick Murphy (D) Pittsburgh Office: (412) 344-5583 Somerset Office: (814) 443-3918 
Washington DC: (202) 225-4276   
Bristol Office: (215) 826-1963  Representative Glenn Thompson (R) # Representative Joe Sestak (D) # 
      Washington DC: (202) 225-5121  Washington DC: (202) 225-2011 
      Bellefonte Office: (614) 353-0215 Media Office: (610) 892-8623 
      Titusville Office: (814) 827-3985 

 
 

 
                                                 
* U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey, 2007, 2008, and 2009 Annual Social and Economic Supplement 
(ASEC); and U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "State Single Year of Age and Sex Population Estimates: April 1, 2000 to July 
1, 2008 - RESIDENT," at <http://www.census.gov/popest/states/asrh/files/SC-EST2008-AGESEX-RES.csv> . Calculations by Children's Defense 
Fund. 
** U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, FY2006 Medicaid Statistical Information System, at 
http://msis.cms.hhs.gov/, accessed June 5, 2009. Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. 
*** U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, SCHIP Statistical Enrollment Data System, 
January 20, 2009, at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalCHIPPolicy/downloads/FY2008StateTotalTable012309FINAL.pdf, accessed June 2, 2009.  
Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. 
† Georgetown Center for Children and Families; “State Snapshot—Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility Levels and Enrollment and Renewal Procedures.” 
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem-action?file=statistics/snapshot.pdf, accessed October 12, 2009. 


