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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple. 

Health Coverage for New York’s Children: 

 398,000 children are uninsured (8.4% of all children). *  
 1.6 million children are enrolled in Medicaid. ** 
 384,000 children are enrolled in Child Health Plus B (NY’s CHIP program). *** 
 
How affordable is health coverage for New York’s children? † 
 
 Child Health Plus B eligibility is up to 400 percent of poverty ($88,200 for a family of four). There 

is a full cost buy-in option for families living with incomes above 400 percent of poverty.  
 

 Medicaid eligibility is 200 percent of poverty ($44,100) for children 0-1, 133 percent of poverty 
($29,327) for children 1-5, and 100 percent of poverty ($22,050) for children 6-19. 

 
How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for New York’s children? 
 
 Simplification procedures:  

 
 12-month continuous eligibility  
 Presumptive eligibility  
 No face-to-face interview for children in Medicaid or Child Health Plus B  
 Joint application 
 No asset test 
 Administrative verification of income at renewal—so parents do not have to provide proof 

of income for renewed enrollment. 
 

 Barriers that remain: 
 

 6 month waiting period for children living in families between 250 and 400 percent of 
poverty who leave their employer sponsored coverage to enroll in Child Health Plus B. 
(Children under 5 years old and families paying more than 5 percent of their income on a 
child policy are exempt from the waiting period, as are children in families below 250 
percent of poverty.) 

 No administrative verification of income at enrollment—parents are required to provide 
proof of income at initial enrollment. 

 
Despite difficult economic times, New York was one of 23 states that took steps to improve 
health coverage for children in the last year. In 2009, New York eliminated face-to-face 
interview requirements for all programs, and eliminated fingerprinting and the asset test for 
parents.‡ 
 
 



Call your Member of Congress and tell them: Health reform needs to make sure that ALL children in New York and 
America have health coverage that is affordable, comprehensive, and simple. A pound sign (#) designates Members 
who serve on one or more of the committees that developed the health reform bills being considered in the House and 
Senate. 
 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D)  Senator Charles Schumer (D) #  Representative Charles Rangel (D) # 
Washington, D.C. (202) 224-4451  Washington D.C. (202) 224- 6542  Washington D.C. (202) 225-4365 
Long Island (631) 249-2825  Long Island (631) 753- 0978  New York (212) 663-3900 
New York City (212) 688-6262  New York City: (212) 486-4430    
    
Representative Carolyn Maloney (D) Representative Gregory Meeks (D) Representative Michael McMahon (D) 
Washington DC: (202) 225-7944  Washington D.C. (202) 225-3461  Washington D.C. (202) 226-1272 
Manhattan: (212) 860-0606  St. Albans (718) 725-6000   Staten Island (718) 351-1062 
Queens: (718) 932-1804   Far Rockaway (718) 327-9791  Brooklyn (718) 630-5277 
      
Representative Edolphus Towns (D) Representative Joseph Crowley (D) # Representative Jerrold Nadler (D) 
Washington D.C. (202) 225-5936  Washington D.C. (202) 225-3965  Washington D.C. (202) 225-5635  
Joralemon St. (718) 855-8018  Co-Op City (718) 320- 2314  Manhattan (212) 367-7350     
 Flatlands Ave. (718) 272-1175  Bronx (718) 931- 1400   Brooklyn (718) 373-3198 
     Queens (718) 779- 1400    
Representative Yvette Clarke (D) #      Representative Jose Serrano (D) 
Washington D.C. (202) 225-6231    Representative Anthony Weiner (D) Washington D.C. (202) 225-4361 
Brooklyn (718) 287-1142   Washington D.C. (202) 225- 6616  Bronx (718) 620-0084 
     Kew Gardens (718) 520- 9001    
Representative Steve Israel (D)  Brooklyn (718) 743- 0441   Representative Nydia Velazquez (D) 
Washington D.C. (202) 225-4669  Rockaway (718) 318- 9255  Washington D.C. (202) 225-2361  
Long Island (631) 951-330        Brooklyn (718) 599-365 
     Representative Michael Arcuri (D  Lower East Side (212) 673-3997 
Representative Gary Ackerman (D) Washington D. C. (202) 225-3665  South West Brooklyn (718) 222-5819 
Washington D. C. (202) 225-2601  Auburn (315) 252-2777  
Bayside (718) 423-2154        Representative Brian Higgins (D) #

     Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D) # Washington D.C. (202) 225-3306 
Representative Eliot Engel (D) #  Washington D.C.  (202) 225-5516  Erie (716) 852-3501   
Washington D. C. (202) 225-2464  Garden City (516) 739-3008  Chautauqua (716)484-0729  
Bronx (718) 796-9700           
Rockland (845) 735-1000   Representative Timothy Bishop (D) # Representative Paul Tonko (D) #  
Westchester (914) 699-4100  Washington D.C.  (202) 225-3826  Washington D.C. (202) 225-5076 
     Coram (631) 696-6500   Albany (518) 465-0700 
Representative John Hall (D)  Southhampton (631) 259-8450  Schenectady (518) 374-4547 
Washington D.C. (202) 225-5441       Amsterdam (518) 843-3400 
Carmel (845) 225-3641   Representative Pete King (R)       
Goshen (845) 291-4100   Washington D.C. (202) 225-7896  Representative Nita Lowey (D) 
     Massapequa Park (516) 541-4225  Washington D.C. (202) 225-6506  
Representative Maurice Hinchey (D) Suffolk (631) 541-4225   White Plains (914) 428-1707 
Washington D.C. (202) 225-6335       Rockland (845) 639-3485   
Middletown (845) 344-3211  Representative Chris Lee (R) 
Binghamton (607) 773-2768  Washington D.C. (202) 225-5265  Representative Daniel Maffei (D) 
Kingston  (845) 331-4466   Greece (585) 663-5570   Washington D.C. (202) 225-3701  
Ithaca (607) 273-1388   Williamsville (716) 634-2324  Syracuse (315) 423-5657 
Monticello (845) 791-7116        Irondequoit (585) 336-7291 
     Representative Eric Massa (D)  Newark  (315) 331-6903 
Representative Louise Slaughter (D) Washington D.C. (202) 225-3161      
Washington D.C.  (202) 225-3615  Corning (607) 654-7566   Representative Scott Murphy (D) 
Buffalo (716) 853-5813   Olean  (716) 372-2090   Washington D.C. (202) 223-5614  
Niagra Falls (716) 282-1274  Pittsford  (585) 218-0040   Glens Falls (518) 743-0964  
Rochester (585) 232-4850        Delaware/Otsego  (607) 746-8449 
          Hudson (518) 828-3109  
          Saratoga Springs  (518) 581-8430  

                                                 
* U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey, 2007, 2008, and 2009 Annual Social and Economic Supplement 
(ASEC); and U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "State Single Year of Age and Sex Population Estimates: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 
2008 - RESIDENT," at <http://www.census.gov/popest/states/asrh/files/SC-EST2008-AGESEX-RES.csv> . Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. 
** Enrollment data derived from the Number of Medicaid Eligibles by Category of Eligibility of Social Service District available at 
 http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/medstat/medicaid.htm.  Total Medicaid Children is derived by combining TANF Children and Safetny Children 
within the Medicaid and Subsistence and Medicaid Only Categories.  Calculations done by CDF-NY. 
*** Enrollment data derived from NYS Child Health Plus B Program Table of Enrollment by Insurer available at 
http://www.health.state.ny.us/statistics/child_health_plus/enrollment 
† Georgetown Center for Children and Families; “State Snapshot—Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility Levels and Enrollment and Renewal Procedures.” 
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem-action?file=statistics/snapshot.pdf, accessed October 12, 2009. 
‡ Georgetown Center for Children and Families; “Weathering the Storm: States Move Forward on Child and Family Health Coverage Despite Tough 
Economic Climate.” September 2009.  http://ccf.georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem-action?file=ccf publications/health reform/weathering the 
storm.pdf, accessed October 1, 2009. 


