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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordable, Comprehensive, and Simple.
Health Coverage for Nebraska’s Children:

= 48,000 children are uninsured (10.2% of all children). *
= 129,323 children are enrolled in Medicaid. ~
= 48,827 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

How affordable is health coverage for Nebraska’s children? '

= Children’s eligibility is up to 200 percent of poverty ($44,100 for a family of four) for all children
through Nebraska’s Medicaid expansion program.

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Medicaid for Nebraska’s children?

= Simplification procedures:
= No face-to-face interview
= No asset test
= No waiting period

= Barriers that remain:
= No 12-month continuous eligibility
= 6 month renewal period for CHIP and Medicaid
= No presumptive eligibility—which forces children to wait until their application is
processed before they can see a doctor
= No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of
income before a child can get health coverage

Do children in Nebraska’'s CHIP program receive the same comprehensive benefits as
children in Medicaid?

= Yes. Nebraska is one of 13 states (plus the District of Columbia) that has used CHIP funding to
cover all children eligible for CHIP and Medicaid under one program. As a result, children in
CHIP in these states receive the same comprehensive health and mental health coverage
(through the Early and Periodic Screening Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT) benefit) that all
children in Medicaid receive.

Despite difficult economic times, Nebraska was one of 23 states that took steps to improve
health coverage for children in the last year. In 2009, Nebraska expanded Medicaid eligibility
from 185 to 200 percent of poverty. *
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Call your Member of Congress and tell them: Health reform needs to make sure that ALL children in Nebraska and
America have health coverage that is affordable, comprehensive, and simple. A pound sign (#) designates Members
who serve on one or more of the committees that developed the health reform bills being considered in the House and

Senate.

Senator Ben Nelson (D)
Washington DC: (202) 224-6551
Lincoln Office: (402) 441-4600
Omabha Office: (402) 391-3411
Kearney Office: (308) 293-5818
Scottsbluff Office: (308) 631-7614
South Sioux City: (402) 209-3595

Representative Jeff Fortenberry
Washington DC: (202) 225-4806
Toll-Free Office: (866) 725-5255
Lincoln Office: (402) 438-1598
Norfolk Office: (402) 379-2064
Fremont Office (402) 727-0888

Senator Mike Johanns (R)
Washington DC: (202) 224-4224
Kearney Office: (308) 236-7602
Lincoln Office: (402) 476-1400
Omabha Office: (402) 758-8981
Scottsbluff Office: (308) 632-6032

Representative Adrian Smith
Washington DC: (202) 225-6435
Grand Island Office: (308) 384-3900
Scottsbluff Office: (308) 633-6333

Representative Lee Terry *
Washington DC: (202) 225-4155
Omabha Office: (402) 397-9944
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