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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordabl e, Comprehensive, and Simple.  

Health Coverage for Georgia’s Children:  

� 323,000 children are uninsured (12.0% of all children). * 
� 1,105,968 children are enrolled in Medicaid. ** 
� 311,234 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). *** 
 
How affordable is health coverage for Georgia’s chi ldren? † 
 
� CHIP eligibility is up to 235 percent of poverty ($51,818 for a family of four). 
� Medicaid eligibility is 200 percent of poverty for children 0-1 ($44,100), 133 percent of poverty 

($29,327) for children 1-5, and 100 percent of poverty ($22,050) for children 6-19. 
 
How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Me dicaid for Georgia’s children? 
 
� Simplification procedures: 

� No asset test 
� No face-to-face interview 
� Joint Application 

 
� Barriers that remain:  

� No 12-month continuous eligibility  
� 6 month waiting period 
� 6 month renewal period for children in Medicaid 
� No presumptive eligibility—which forces children to wait until their application is 

processed before they can see a doctor 
� No administrative verification of income—the state requires parents to provide proof of 

income before a child can get health coverage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Call your Member of Congress and tell them: Health reform needs to make sure that ALL children in Georgia and 
America have health coverage that is affordable, comprehensive, and simple. A pound sign (#) designates Members 
who serve on one or more of the committees that developed the health reform bills being considered in the House and 
Senate.  
 
 
 

Senator Saxby Chambliss (R)  Senator Johnny Isakson  (R) #  Representative John Lewis (D)  # 
Washington DC Office: (202) 224-3521  Washington DC Office: (202) 224-3643 Washington DC Office: (202) 225-3801 
Augusta Office: (706) 738-0302   Atlanta: (770) 661-0999   Atlanta Office: (404) 659-0116 
Macon Office: (478) 741-1417     
Atlanta Office: (770) 763-9090   Representative Henry Johnson (D)  Representative John Linder (R)  #  
South Georgia Office: (229) 985-2112  Washington DC Office: (202) 225-1605 Washington DC Office: (202) 225-4272 
      Lithonia Office: (770) 987-2291  Gwinnett Office: (770) 232-3005 
Representative Sanford Bishop (D)      
Washington DC Office: (202) 225-3631  Representative Paul Broun (R)  Representative Nat han Deal (R)  # 
Albany Office: (229) 439-8067   Washington DC Office: (202) 225-4101 Washington DC Office: (202) 225-5211 
Columbus Office: (706) 320-9477  Evans/Augusta Office: (706) 447-3857 Dalton Office: (706) 226-5320  
Thomasville Office: (229) 226-7789  Athens Office: (706) 549-9588  Gainesville Office: (770) 535-2592 
      Toccoa Office: (706) 886-1008  LaFayette Office: (706) 638-7042 
Representative Phil Gingrey (R)  # 
Washington DC Office: (202) 225-2931  Representative John Barrow (D)  #  Representative Jim Marshall (D)   
Marietta Office: (770) 429-1776  Washington DC Office: (202) 225-2823 Washington DC Office: (202) 225-6531 
Rome Office: (706) 290-1776   Augusta Office: (706) 722-4494  Macon Office: (478) 464-0255 
      Savannah Office: (912) 354-7282  Tifton Office: (229) 556-7418 
Representative Tom Price (R)       
Washington DC Office: (202) 225-4501  Representative David Scott (D)  Representative Jack  Kingston (R)  
Canton Office: (678) 493-6176  Washington DC Office: (202) 225-2939 Washington DC Office: (202) 225-5831 
Murfreesboro Office: (615) 896-1986  Jonesboro Office: (770) 210-5073  Baxley Office: (912) 367-7403 
      Smyra Office: (770) 432-5405  Brunswick Office: (912) 265-9010 
Representative Lynn Westmoreland (R)       Savannah Office: (912) 352-010 
Washington DC Office: (202) 225-5901       Valdosta Office: (229) 247-9188 

Newnan Office: (770) 683-2033  
 

                                                 
†* U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey, 2007, 2008, and 2009 Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (ASEC); and U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "State Single Year of Age and Sex Population Estimates: April 1, 
2000 to July 1, 2008 - RESIDENT," at <http://www.census.gov/popest/states/asrh/files/SC-EST2008-AGESEX-RES.csv> . Calculations by 
Children's Defense Fund. 
** U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, FY2006 Medicaid Statistical Information System, at 
http://msis.cms.hhs.gov/, accessed June 5, 2009. Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. 
*** U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, SCHIP Statistical Enrollment Data System, 
January 20, 2009, at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalCHIPPolicy/downloads/FY2008StateTotalTable012309FINAL.pdf, accessed June 2, 2009.  
Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. 
† Georgetown Center for Children and Families; “State Snapshot—Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility Levels and Enrollment and Renewal Procedures.” 
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem-action?file=statistics/snapshot.pdf, accessed October 12, 2009. 


