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All Children Need Health Coverage that is Affordabl e, Comprehensive, and Simple.  

Health Coverage for Florida’s Children:  

� 795,000 children are uninsured (18.7% of all children). * 
� 1,643,400 children are enrolled in Medicaid. ** 
� 354,385 children are enrolled in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). *** 
 
How affordable is health coverage for Florida’s chi ldren? † 
 
� CHIP eligibility is up to 200 percent of poverty ($44,100  for a family of four).  
� Medicaid eligibility is 200 percent of poverty for children 0-1, 133 percent of poverty ($29,327) 

for children 1-5, and 100 percent of poverty ($22,050) for children 6-19. 
 

How simple are enrollment procedures in CHIP and Me dicaid for Florida’s children? 
 
� Simplification procedures: 

� 12-month continuous eligibility for children in CHIP 
� No face-to-face interview 
� No asset test 
� Joint application 
� Administrative verification of income at enrollment 

 
� Barriers that remain:  

� No 12-month continuous eligibility for children in Medicaid 
� 60 day waiting period 
� No presumptive eligibility—which forces children to wait until their application is 

processed before they can see a doctor 
� No administrative verification of income at renewal for children in CHIP 

 
 
Despite difficult economic times, Florida was one of 23 states that took steps to improve 
health coverage for children in the last year. In 2009, Florida took significant steps towards 
streamlining Medicaid/CHIP enrollment by allowing for electronic verification of income, reducing 
the amount of time an applicant must be uninsured before enrolling, and reducing the 
disenrollment penalty for non-payment of premiums. ‡  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Call your Member of Congress and tell them: Health reform needs to make sure that ALL children in Florida and 
America have health coverage that is affordable, comprehensive, and simple. A pound sign (#) designates Members who 
serve on one or more of the committees that developed the health reform bills being considered in the House and 
Senate.  

Senator Bill Nelson (D)  #   Senator Mel Martinez (R)   Representative Gus Bi lirakis (R)  
Washington DC: (202) 224-5274  Washington DC: (202) 224-3041  Washington DC: (202) 225-5755 
Fort Myers: (239) 334-7760   Orlando Office: (407) 254-2573  Temple Terrace: (813) 985-8541 
Orlando Office: (407) 872-7161   Miami Office: (305) 444-8332  Palm Harbor Office: (727) 773-2871 
Miami Office: (305) 536-5999   Palm Beach Office: (561) 842-8300   
Ft. Lauderdale: (954) 693-4851   Pensacola Office: (850) 433-2603  Representative Allen Boyd (D) 
Jacksonville: (904) 346-4500   Jacksonville Office: (904) 398-8586   Washington DC: (202) 225-5235 
West Palm Beach: (561) 514-0189  Tampa Office: (813) 977-6450  Tallahassee Office: (850) 561-3979 
Tallahassee Office: (850) 942-8415  Fort Myers Office: (239) 332-3898  Panama City Office: (850) 785-0812 
            
Representative Corrine Brown (D)   Representative Ginny Brown-Waite (R)  # Representative Vern Buchanan (R)  
Washington DC: (202) 225-0123  Washington DC: (202) 225-1002  Washington DC: (202) 225-5015   
Jacksonville Office: (904) 354-1652  Brooksville Office: (352) 799-8354  Sarasota Office: (941) 951-6643 
Orlando Office: (407) 872-0656        Bradenton Office: (941) 747-9081 
      Representative Ander Crenshaw (R)       
Representative Alcee Hastings (D)   Washington DC: (202) 225-5015  Representative Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R)  
Washington DC: (202) 225-1313  Jacksonville Office: (904) 598-0481  Washington DC: (202) 225-4211 
West Palm Beach: (561) 881-9618       Miami Office: (305) 470-8555 
Fort Lauderdale: (954) 733-2800  Representative Mario Diaz-Balart (R)    
Bay City Office: (989) 891-0990  Washington DC: (202) 225-2778  Representative Alan Grayson (D) 
      Miami Office: (305) 225-6866  Washington DC: (202) 225-2176 
Representative Ron Klein (D)   Naples Office: (239) 348-1620  Orlando Office: (407) 841-1757 
Washington DC: (202) 225-3026        
Boca Raton Office: (561) 544-6910  Representative Suzanne Kosmas (D)  Representative Connie Mack (R)  
      Washington DC: (202) 225-2706  Washington DC: (202) 225-2706 
Representative John Mica (R)  Orlando Office: (407) 208-1106  Naples Office: (239) 252-6225 
Washington DC: (202) 225-4035  Port Orange Office: (386) 756-9798  Cape Coral Office: (239) 573-5837 
Deltona Office: (386) 860-1499        
St. Augustine Office: (904) 810-5048  Representative Kendrick Meek (D)  # Representative Adam Putnam (R)  
Ormond Beach: (386) 676-7750  Washington DC: (202) 225-4506  Washington DC: (202) 225-1252 
Maitland Office: (407) 657-8080  Miami Office: (305) 690-5905  Bartow Office: (863) 534-3530 
 
Representative Thomas Rooney (R)  Representative Je ff Miller (R)  Representative Robert Wexler (D) 
Washington DC: (202) 225-3931  Washington DC: (202) 225-4136  Washington DC: (202) 225-3001 
Port Charlotte Office: (941) 627-9100  Fort Walton Beach: (850) 664-1266  Boca Raton Office: (561) 988-6302 
      Pensacola Office: (850) 479-1183   
Representative Ileana Ros-Lehiten (R) 
Washington DC: (202) 225-3931  Representative Cliff Stearns (R)  #  Representative C.W. Bill Young (R) 
Miami Office: (305) 668-2285   Washington DC: (202) 225-5744  Washington DC: (202) 225-5961 
Monroe County: (305) 304-7789  Ocala Office: (352) 351-8777  Seminole Office: (727) 394-6950 
      Gainesville Office: (352) 337-0003  St. Petersburg: (727) 893-3191 

Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D) Orange Park Office: (904) 269-3203 
Washington DC: (202) 225-7931 
Pembroke Pines: (954) 437-3936 
Aventura Office: (305) 936-5724   

 
 

 
                                                 
* U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey, 2007, 2008, and 2009 Annual Social and Economic Supplement 
(ASEC); and U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "State Single Year of Age and Sex Population Estimates: April 1, 2000 to July 
1, 2008 - RESIDENT," at <http://www.census.gov/popest/states/asrh/files/SC-EST2008-AGESEX-RES.csv> . Calculations by Children's Defense 
Fund. 
** U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, FY2006 Medicaid Statistical Information System, at 
http://msis.cms.hhs.gov/, accessed June 5, 2009. Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. 
*** U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, SCHIP Statistical Enrollment Data System, 
January 20, 2009, at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalCHIPPolicy/downloads/FY2008StateTotalTable012309FINAL.pdf, accessed June 2, 2009.  
Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. 
† Georgetown Center for Children and Families; “State Snapshot—Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility Levels and Enrollment and Renewal Procedures.” 
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem-action?file=statistics/snapshot.pdf, accessed October 12, 2009. 
‡ Georgetown Center for Children and Families; “Weathering the Storm: States Move Forward on Child and Family Health Coverage Despite Tough 
Economic Climate.” September 2009.  http://ccf.georgetown.edu/index/cms-filesystem-action?file=ccf publications/health reform/weathering the 
storm.pdf, accessed October 1, 2009. 


