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1. Overview of the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions     
Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-351) 

 

1.1 What is the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act?  
1.2 How does the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act help  

    children and families?  
1.3 How will the act help children connect to grandparents and other relatives?   
1.4 When do the provisions in the new act take effect?  
1.5 What does a state have to do, and how quickly must the state act, if new state legislation is necessary?  
1.6 Does a state that does not require state legislation to implement the act need to submit anything  

 to the Children’s Bureau?  
1.7 Will children, grandparents and other relatives in all states benefit?  

 

2. Identification of and Notice to Grandparents and Other Relatives 
 

Nature of Notice 
 

2.1 What does the notice provision require and what is its purpose?  
2.2 Who is required to get the notice?  
2.3 Aren’t there really two requirements here - one to identify all adult grandparents and other   

relatives and the other to provide them notice?  
2.4 What does “due diligence” mean?  
2.5 How must the state agency document that notice has been given and to whom?  
2.6 What responsibility does the court have to ensure that notice has been given to grandparents   

and other adult relatives?  
2.7 Does the notice have to be in writing?  
2.8 What accommodations must be made in providing notice to grandparents and other relatives with 

disabilities or who are not fluent in English?  
2.9 What information must be included in the notice to grandparents and other relatives? Are there  

 any confidentiality issues?  
2.10 For the purposes of this notice requirement, how is “relative” defined?  
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2.11 Is there an exception for contacts that may raise a family or domestic violence risk?  
2.12 Does the requirement that the notice occur within 30 days after the removal of a child from   

the custody of the parents refer to removal from the physical custody or from the legal   
custody of the parents?  

2.13 Does the notice requirement apply to children voluntarily placed with a relative by their parents?  
2.14 If a grandparent or other relative is not identified until more than 30 days after the child has been 

removed, must the relative be notified?  
2.15 Will grandparents and other relatives of American Indian children have a right to notice   

under this provision?  
2.16 How many states currently require notice to grandparents or other relatives when a child is removed 

from a parent’s care and is about to be, or has been, placed in foster care?  
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Consequences of the Notice 
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chance later to contact or care for the child?  
2.20 Does a child, grandparent or other relative have any recourse if the agency does not  

give the proper notice?  
2.21 What if a parent refuses to identify grandparents or other relatives (for example, paternal relatives)?  
2.22 If, as a result of the notice, a grandparent or other relative is located and is interested in caring for the 

child, must the child welfare agency assist them in doing so?  
2.23 Could the relative who is given notice become the foster parent for the child?  

 
Relevance of Access to the Federal Parent Locator Service 

 
2.24 What is the Federal Parent Locator Service and how does it assist state agencies in their efforts to 

locate grandparents and other relatives?  
2.25 How will agencies go about obtaining information from the Federal Parent Locator Service?  
2.26 Under what circumstances can the child welfare agency obtain information from the Federal Parent 

Locator Service or State Parent Locator Service?  
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3. Kinship Navigator Programs and Other Family Connection Grant Activities 
 

3.1 What are Family Connection Grants?  
3.2 What activities may the Family Connection Grants be used to support?    
3.3 What specific components must be part of a Kinship Navigator Program?  
3.4 When is the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) likely to release a Request for 

Proposals (RFP) for the Family Connection Grants?  
3.5 Who may apply for the Family Connection Grants?   
3.6 How are the grants funded?  How much money is available?  
3.7 How much will a grantee have to contribute toward these grants?  
3.8 How many grants will be available?  Will there be new grants awarded each year?  
3.9 May an applicant seek funds for more than one of the activities allowed under the   

Family Connection Grants?  
3.10 Is an evaluation of the Family Connection Grants required? What funds are set aside for this purpose?  

 

4. Subsidized Guardianship/Kinship Guardianship Assistance Program 
 

4.1 What does the new Kinship Guardianship Assistance Program do?  
4.2 Will children in all states benefit from the program?  
4.3 Will American Indian children benefit from the program?  
4.4 How many states already have similar programs?  
4.5 What flexibility do states have to limit or expand the group of children and caregivers eligible for 

kinship guardianship assistance?  
4.6 How much will it cost my state to provide this assistance?  
4.7 Will children who receive kinship guardianship assistance payments receive other protections afforded 

children under Title IV-E of the Social Security Act?  
4.8 How does a grandparent or other relative obtain legal guardianship of the child?  
4.9 What continued oversight or involvement of the child welfare agency will there be after the 

guardianship is finalized while the subsidy is provided?  
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Effective Date 
 

4.10 When will the Kinship Guardianship Assistance Program take effect and when  
will funds be available?  

4.11 What must a state do before it can take advantage of the Kinship Guardianship   
Assistance Program option?    

4.12 Does the guardianship assistance agreement have to be entered into after the effective   
date in order for a child to be eligible?  

 
Child’s Eligibility 

 
4.13 Which children are eligible to receive federal support for kinship guardianship assistance?  
4.14 What does “eligible for Title IV-E foster care maintenance payments in the prospective relative 

guardian’s home” mean?  
4.15 What are the roles of the agency and/or court in determining that “being returned home or adopted are 

not appropriate permanency options for the child”?  
4.16 Must a child have special needs to be determined eligible for kinship guardianship assistance?  
4.17 Who makes the determination that the child demonstrates a strong attachment to the   

prospective relative guardian?  
4.18 How are siblings treated under the Kinship Guardianship Assistance Program?   
4.19 What does it mean that a child age 14 or older must be “consulted” about the   

kinship guardianship arrangement?  
4.20 For how long will children be eligible for kinship guardianship assistance?  
4.21 If the guardian caring for a child who is receiving kinship guardianship assistance payments later 

decides to adopt the child, will the child be eligible for federal adoption assistance payments?  

 
Relative Guardian’s Eligibility 

 
4.22 What are the requirements prospective relative guardians must meet?  
4.23 How is “relative” defined in the new law for the purposes of kinship guardianship assistance?  
4.24 What requirements must the prospective relative guardian meet in order for the child to receive kinship 

guardianship assistance while in his or her care?  
4.25 Must the home be a licensed foster family home?  
4.26 Must the prospective relative guardian undergo a criminal record or child abuse registry check?  
4.27 Who makes the determination that the prospective relative guardian has a strong commitment to caring 

permanently for the child?  
4.28 How is the state obligated, if at all, to assist the prospective relative guardian with the cost of   

obtaining legal guardianship?  



__________________________________________________________________________ 

Help for Children Raised by Grandparents and Other Relatives: Questions and Answers  
Table of Contents 

 

Kinship Guardianship Assistance 
 
4.29 Is there any minimum or maximum amount that can be paid for a kinship guardianship   

assistance payment?   
4.30 What recognition is there of the extra costs involved in caring for children with disabilities   

or other special needs?  
4.31 How long will a relative guardian be able to receive the kinship guardianship assistance payment?  
4.32 Will the relative guardian be able to continue to receive the kinship guardianship assistance payment 

on behalf of the child if she moves to a new state with the child?  
4.33 Besides the kinship guardianship assistance payment, will children in kinship guardianships also be 

eligible to receive Medicaid or other services?   
4.34 What recourse is available for relatives who are denied kinship guardianship assistance?  

 
 

Children in Waiver States 
 

4.35 What is meant by child welfare demonstration waiver states?  
4.36 What special consideration in the act is given to children who are already eligible for federally 

subsidized guardianship in states with active child welfare waivers?   
4.37 May children who received a subsidy payment, Medicaid, and other services under the waiver receive 

the same assistance and services they received under the waiver when they become eligible for Title 
IV-E assistance under the new law?   

4.38 Will states be able to continue operating their waivers?  

 

5. Maintaining Sibling Connections 
 

5.1 What does the new law require about the placement of siblings?  
5.2 How does the new law define “sibling”?  
5.3 What does “reasonable efforts” mean in the context of placing siblings together?  
5.4 What does “frequent visitation or other ongoing interaction” mean?  
5.5 How does this new requirement apply to siblings already in care?  
5.6 What about visitation or other ongoing contact between children in care and their siblings   

who are  not in care?  
5.7 What are the criteria for determining when it is contrary to the safety or well-being of a child   

to be placed with a sibling?   
5.8 How will American Indian children benefit from this sibling requirement?  
5.9 Which states already require that reasonable efforts be made to keep siblings together?  
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6. Educational Stability for Children  
 

6.1 What does the new act require about the education of children in foster care, kinship guardianship   
and adoptive families?  

6.2 Why were these education requirements included in the new law?  
6.3 Do the education requirements apply to all children in foster care, kinship guardianship and adoptive 

families or just those who are receiving federal assistance under Title IV-E?  
6.4 How will the decision be made that sufficient steps have been taken to keep a child in   

his or her current school?  
6.5 What funding is available to help with transportation costs necessary to maintain the child in   

his or her current school?  
6.6 What is the court’s role in ensuring the agency meets its responsibilities under these   

new education provisions?  

 

7. Eligibility for Chafee Independent Living Services and                
Educational and Training Vouchers for Children Being           
Raised by Grandparents and Other Relatives 

 

7.1 Under the new law, what independent living services and other assistance will now be available to 
youth who leave foster care for legal guardianship with relatives after turning 16?  

7.2 What sort of transition plans are youth leaving foster care or ceasing to receive Chafee Program 
services supposed to have?  

 

8. Licensing Homes of Grandparents and Other Relative Caregivers 
 

8.1 What does the new law say about the licensing of grandparents and other relatives?  
8.2 Why was the licensing provision included in the new law?  
8.3 Are criminal background checks and/or child abuse registry checks required to   

become a licensed caregiver?  
8.4 What does the reference to “non-safety” licensing standards mean?  
8.5 What is the Secretary of Health and Human Services required to report to Congress about the   

licensing of grandparents and other relatives?  
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9. Training of Relative Caregivers and Those Working with Children in the 
Child Welfare System 

 
9.1 What training improvements does the act make for relative caregivers and those working   

with children and families in the child welfare system?  
9.2 When will relative guardians be eligible to be trained with federal assistance along with   

foster parents and adoptive parents?   
9.3 When will staff of private child welfare agencies and the courts who are serving children,   

attorneys, and others representing children be eligible to be trained with federal assistance?  
9.4 Who can now be trained using Title IV-E funds who were not previously eligible for   

training with such funds?  
9.5 Will training for these additional groups be reimbursed at the same 75 percent federal match  

 rate as is currently the case for other Title IV-E training?  
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I. Implementation Chronology  

II. Glossary  

III. Selected Resources  

IV. Contacts for Collaborating Organizations  
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